
         AUSSIES AT WAR 
 
ACTIVITY 1 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 
 

1. According to the text, what year does Australia’s modern 
history begin? 

 
2. What year was Federation? 

 
3. Where is the Australian Royal Military College? 

 
4. In 1914, where was the AIF initially sent? 

 
5. How many years did the WWII conflict last? 

 
6. Which two communist forces did Australians fight against 

from 1950 to 1953? 
 

7. What name is given to all Australian soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and women? 

 
8. What does UN stand for? 

 
9. When is ANZAC Day? 

 
10. What was the exact time of the Gallipoli landing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             AUSSIES AT WAR  

 
     ACTIVITY 2 
     IN YOUR OPINION 
 
In Service 
 
 
The Government has approved the deployment of approximately 
3030 Australian Defence Force personnel to 14 operations 
overseas and within Australia to protect Australia and its national 
interests. 
 
Is this good use of our resources? Should we be sending our troops 
to frontline conflicts? Write down some arguments for and against 
the deployment of Australian Defence Force personnel. 
 
FOR      AGAINST 
-                                                         - 

 
-                                                         - 

 
-                                                         - 

 
-                                                         - 

 
-                                                         - 
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ACTIVITY 3 
IN THE NEWS 
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ACTIVITY 4 
WORDS AT WORK 

In Wordy News this week we defined the word REMINISCE which 
was used in the following way:- 
 
 
 
Read the following sentences and replace a word or phrase with 
the word reminisce or forms of it eg reminiscing.  
Be sure to reread each sentence to make sure it still makes sense. 
 
 We enjoyed looking through the family photo album and 

recalling the special moments. 
 

 Stroking and talking to the dog allowed the old man to think 
about experiences with his best friend. 

 
 Sue and Penny caught up for a coffee and recollected about 

the good times they had spent as childhood friends. 
 
 When you look back on all the things you have achieved in 

your life, you might be surprised. 
 
 I mused over all the holidays I had been on and decided they 

were all as good as each other. 
 
 In reviewing the long time employee’s record, the manger 

noticed they had never taken a sick day. 
 
 When you think back to all the toys you had as a child, which 

one was your favourite? 
 
 Can you bring to mind what happened during the severe 

storm 10 years ago? 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR ARMED FORCES TODAY 
In the Nation & World news section of the newspaper 
you can often find stories about our Defence Force and 
the work they are doing overseas. 
 
On the world map below, show the places listed below, 
where Australian Defence Force personnel are currently 
serving in operations. 
 
Afghanistan, Timor- Leste, Egypt, Middle East, Iraq, 
Solomon Island, South Sudan, Border Protection 
 
Check the newspaper to see if there are any stories 
from any of these places. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
CHECK IT OUT 
The Australian War Memorial in Canberra gives visitors the 
opportunity to discover our nation’s military heritage.  Use the maps 
attached to answer these questions about where things are in the 
museum. 
 

1. What would you expect to see in ANZAC hall? 
 
2. What is the name of the gallery where you can find 

information about the War Memorial? 
 

3. If you wanted to see the display on the Second World War 
which floor would you go to? 

 
4. How many toilet facilities are there? 

 
5. If you wanted to find information about a family member who 

had served with the Australian Defence Force, which section 
would you go to? 

 
6. The first Aid Room is located near which section? 

 
7. To enter the Bridge of HMAS Brisbane which level would 

you have to be on? 
 

8. What is the name of the cafe? 
 

9. In which section would you find an exhibition on the Vietnam 
war? 

 
10. Where is this symbol located? What does it stand for?  
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    ACTIVITY 6 
    NEWS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
Prime Minister, Julia Gillard’s 2012 Anzac Day speech has been 
printed incorrectly with spelling and grammatical errors. 
Can you proof read it, find the 10 mistakes and make the necessary 
corrections? 

PM honours Diggers, Turks and 

the mates they left behind 

They were strangers in a strange lend. 
Men who came from "the ends of the earth" in an enterprise of 
hope to end a far-off, dreadful war. 
But it was no to be. 
even at dawn, the shadows were already falling over this fate-filled 
day. 
Here on these beeches and hills, so foreign and yet so familiar, a 
skilled enemy lay in weight, led by a man destined to become a 
great leader. 
A world of war was described in the mortal struggles of a million 
men on the narrow confines of this peninsula. 
For the allies, this was a battle of nations fought by grate powers 
and the might of their empires for a wider strategic goal. 
For the Turks, this was a defence of the soil and sanctity of home, 
for which Ataturk ordered his men not only to attack but to die. 
And the men who fought here from our nation, our allies and from 
turkey did die – terrible deaths that spared no age or rank or display 
of courage. 
Over 130,000 men gave there lives in this place, two-thirds of them 
on the Turkish side and 8700 from australia. 
So this is a place hallowed by sacrifice and loss. 
It is, too, a place shining with honour – and honor of the most vivid 
kind. 
A place where foes met in equality and respect, and attained a 
certain nobility through their character and conduct. 
 
 
 
 
 



Ground  Level 

 

Lower Level 

 
 

 

Maps sourced from https://www.awm.gov.au/visit/maps/ 


