
              A SHIP TO NOWHERE 
 

 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 
Read chapter eight of the story then answer the following questions to 
see how much you understand about what you read. 
 

1. What job was Joseph given? 
 

2. How had Jim Boag ended up in Port Jackson? 
 

3. Why was Joseph given a beating with a cane? 
 

4. How many lashes with the cat-of-nine-tails was Jim given? 
 

5. Why were floggings done in public places? 
 

6. What words are used on the text for blood? 
 

7. Where was Jim Boag eventually sent? 
 

8. Why was it ironic that Jim was sent to Norfolk on board the 
Surprise? 

 
9. Why didn’t Joseph think he would be noticed at the wharf? 

 
10. Which words on the text mean: 

- an opponent or rival whom a person cannot best or 
overcome 

- a donkey 
- a person that holds another captive 

 
 

 

 

 

              A SHIP TO NOWHERE 

 

NORFOLK ISLAND 
In the story Jim Boag was sent to Norfolk Island. Below is an extract 
from an account of the ship arriving.  
Fill in the blanks using words from the box. 
 

On August 7th 1790 they ___________ land –  
the end of their __________, a tiny full-stop in  
a _______ ocean.   Finally, after a dreadful week  
at _____, the Surprize _________ off the coast of  
Norfolk _________. They swayed within sight of  
the ____________ on shore, waiting for that blue  
______ with a yellow cross, the signal they could  
begin to __________. 
 
       

                   
 
This is a watercolour painting by George Raper of the Norfolk Island 
settlement in 1790. 
Imagine you are arriving on board the Surprise. 
Describe what you see on the island. Use the notes below to help. 

 fresh water and low, flat ground 

 rocky projection from the shoreline provided a landing place     

 shelters and storehouses 

 clearing that ran from the foot of Flagstaff Hill to the sea 

 timber house for the governor 
 

anchored  
flag  
Island  
journey  
land 
sea  
settlement 
sighted 
vast 


