
Budget Reply 
Mrs CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (10.03 pm): I rise to speak to the 2013-14 
budget. I believe that the budget this year has shown more optimism than the budget 
delivered 12 months ago. I know that my community is appreciative of that. Whilst 
people have acknowledged that the financial situation that this government inherited 
was exceedingly poor, they still needed to see that there was some benefit in the budget 
for those who work on a daily basis to support their community. 2158 Appropriation 
(Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill; Revenue Amendment and Trade and Investment 
Queensland Bill 6 Jun 2013 A number of projects have been funded in the budget for the 
Gladstone electorate. I would like to place on record my appreciation to the relevant 
ministers for the support shown to the electorate. Certainly the electorate has borne a 
great deal of pressure in relation to seeing the economic benefit to the state progress, 
particularly in view of the LNG projects.  
I would like to thank the Minister for Police and Community Safety for the continuing 
funding of the ambulance centres at both Gladstone and Calliope. Calliope is a 
township—and it is still called a village on the town plan—that is growing 
exponentially. There are around four or five subdivisions occurring in various parts of 
the Calliope township at the one time. The ambulance station used to be a single-person 
station—and it still is. Previously it was staffed by a gentleman from the old school. 
Many of the older residents used to go and visit him to have their blood pressure taken 
and to have general checks because there was no public transport to town. This new 
centre will certainly improve the service available but, more importantly, it will 
improve the conditions for the ambulance officer who both lives and works out of that 
ambulance centre. The Calliope ambulance services not only Calliope but also the 
Boyne Valley as well as parts of the Bruce Highway and the Dawson Highway. As a 
result, they are called out to a lot of accidents. A good, modern centre at Calliope is 
essential. The same is true of Gladstone. Gladstone city has grown over the last few 
years and I do not believe it will be too long before we will need a second ambulance 
station there. The redevelopment of the current station, though, is certainly welcome.  
Some $5.3 million has been allocated for the construction of additional classrooms at 
Gladstone State High School. With the local growth and the introduction of the year 7 
cohort to Gladstone State High School—and Toolooa State High School was one of the 
trial sites—that additional room will be required. I remember when a departmental 
officer came to look at Gladstone and Calliope in relation to the sale of the Calliope high 
school site. He believed that the extra rooms that are going to be constructed at 
Gladstone State High School will accommodate students coming from Calliope. 
However, I think that is optimistic because of the population growth in Calliope. There 
has been no community criticism of the sale of the education site at Toolooa. There has 
been no public criticism of that sale, but there has been resounding criticism of the 
proposal to sell the Calliope high school site. I have raised it in this place and I still ask 
the minister to review that decision.  
Money on the Indigenous housing side is welcome. Across the five local government 
areas that make up the Fitzroy statistical division, $1.26 million has been allocated for 



investment in Aboriginal housing. Some 19 properties in the Gladstone Aboriginal and 
Islander Cooperative Society holdings are also going to be upgraded to public housing 
standard. We have a number of Aboriginal and islander tenants and I am certain that 
they will appreciate that upgrade.  
Money for the Department of Transport and Main Roads is also welcome. Some $46 
million has been allocated for improvements to the Bruce Highway and the Dawson 
Highway. Included in that amount is $23.28 million for the Calliope crossroads. That is 
a huge interchange. I am not sure that you should call an intersection a magnificent 
intersection but it will be. It is a significant piece of engineering and it is so essential. 
There has been a number of fatalities at Calliope, some due to the nature of the 
intersection and the fact that it is a major crossroads. Also, sadly, some have been due to 
poor calculation, that is, human error. Irrespective of the cause, there are families who 
have been significantly affected. I know that that upgrade will address so many of those 
issues in terms of safety. I am very thankful that the state government as well as the 
federal government have funded that upgrade. There is also work to be done on the 
Dawson Highway.  
As in each of the budgets, there is work at the Gladstone Area Water Board that will be 
done in terms of water infrastructure. Much of that infrastructure is in relation to heavy 
industry in the region, but it will obviously assist domestic users. I have spoken in this 
House about the decision by the government not to pay dividends to the Gladstone 
council. I certainly hope that that can be reviewed, because the Gladstone council has 
faced a lot of stress in relation to industrial development. The fact is that the local 
community has not shared as much as we would have liked in the benefits of that large 
industry development. Today I had a meeting with the minister, and I welcome his 
open discussion. I look forward to speaking with him further.  
There has also been over $150 million allocated to the Gladstone Ports Corp, part of 
which will be allocated to capital works at the Reg Tanna Coal Facility, and also for the 
completion of the harbour’s tug facility, which is directly related to the growth in traffic. 
Going to the area of police, there will need to be an investment in the water police. They 
need a permanent home, and I do not believe that that is in the budget this year. I have 
not found a line item which addresses that. They are not working in appropriate 
circumstances now. It is not centralised, and their response time is negatively affected 
because of the layout of their facility—well, the bits and pieces that are regarded as a 
facility. 6 Jun 2013 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill; Revenue 
Amendment and Trade and Investment Queensland Bill 2159  
There was money allocated by the minister for healthy harbours. I understand that that 
is predicated on matched funding from LNG. I have no reason to believe that that will 
not occur. Minister Powell has reinforced his support for the healthy harbour. It 
certainly is a focus for the community in Gladstone. Even though there is a lot of 
industrial development in the harbour, Gladstone still has a huge boating community. I 
know that the Minister for State Development has family that has lived in Gladstone. I 
am not sure if they are still there. Fishing and water based recreation is very, very 
popular in Gladstone, and certainly safety in the harbour and in the harbour precinct is 



necessary. The healthy harbour is contingent on the community being able to enjoy that 
pastime.  
There has not been any funding allocated for the Kin Kora roundabout that I have been 
able to identify, and I will just put that caveat on it. Of all road infrastructure in 
Gladstone, that would be the priority. I believe that that is acknowledged and agreed to 
by the department. The Kin Kora roundabout is a pressure point. It does not happen all 
day long, but three or four times a day there is significant queuing which causes drivers 
to make unsafe and unwise decisions. I know that ministers who have come to my 
electorate have been caught up by the queuing at the Kin Kora roundabout, and I think 
they are surprised at the amount of time you spend sitting at the car waiting to get 
through that intersection. I certainly hope that there is funding for that and that I just 
have not been able to identify it.  
I have raised issues concerning policing and community safety in Gladstone, 
particularly on Friday and Saturday nights. Local companies are funding additional 
policing resources during Friday and Saturday nights. I am hope that funding will 
continue, but certainly there is a lot of disorderly and unacceptable conduct. It is not 
major crime, but it has been noticed that the increased police presence significantly 
improves that behaviour. As a result of the restructuring of the police service in 
Gladstone we have lost the superintendent’s position, and that is regrettable. We are 
now funded under Rockhampton. I would ask the Minister for Police to join with me in 
a watching brief to ensure that Gladstone is not disadvantaged because of that funding 
arrangement.  
I also look forward to working with the Deputy Premier and Minister For State 
Development, Infrastructure and Planning in relation to the next round of Royalties for 
the Regions. Gladstone did not get any programs up in the first round, and I know 
Mayor Gail Sellers was extremely disappointed in that, as were others. We had a 
number of shovel-ready projects for that round, but we were unsuccessful. I certainly 
look forward to working successfully with the minister in the next round.  
Affordable housing has been an issue of great concern in the region. Ironically, as the 
pressure on housing starts easing—and it is only just starting—we have had quite a 
significant amount of units being built. The percentage of public housing units is 
unclear, but certainly it is an opportunity for the minister to get affordable housing by 
buying those unit developments, and I know that the Minister for Housing, the Hon. 
Tim Mander, does have the community’s concerns at heart. He has a very 
compassionate minister, and I am sure we will be able to work cooperatively to see 
some improvements in that area.  
I think the priority in my electorate at the moment is health, and it has been for some 
time. I am very grateful to the Minister for Health for his continued concern and 
support for the Gladstone Hospital. He and other ministers have been to my electorate. 
I invite any ministers who want to come. I will ensure that you get a good seafood 
lunch—if not from Gladstone Harbour, then from the vicinity. I reckon that anyone who 
wants to come up and make some funding promises to Gladstone, I can make sure—  
A government member interjected.  



Mrs CUNNINGHAM: Maybe. I can make sure that you get an excellent lunch.  
Mr Seeney: I only got spaghetti, not seafood.  
Mrs CUNNINGHAM: Yes, but what good spaghetti! That was during the floods. You 
are lucky you did not get a tin of baked beans and a can opener!  
Health is the issue of prime concern, and I am very encouraged by the activity and the 
attitude of the minister in relation to the Gladstone Hospital. We have a new director of 
medical services in Gladstone, Nicki Murdock, and she is also very proactive. A number 
of initiatives have been funded in this budget. One which is certainly welcome is the 
establishment of an acute primary care centre to assist with emergency department 
presentations and after-hours presentations. The specialist outpatient department will 
relocate to the community health centre. I know that is in part because HACC services 
have been reduced or transferred and are now being provided by other agencies. A 
number of Queensland health services that were provided from the hospital have gone 
to Medicare 2160 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill; Revenue 
Amendment and Trade and Investment Queensland Bill 6 Jun 2013  
Local, but there is still confusion about who is providing what and how and where. I 
think Medicare Local has a lot of work to do to get the message out to the community 
that things like diabetic education, diabetic health and podiatry services have moved 
from the hospital to Medicare Local. I still believe that Queensland Health have the 
responsibility to pick up where those services are not provided because in the case of 
diabetes, the lack of early intervention means very serious problems down the track for 
both patients and the health service.  
There is funding to upskill nursing staff to support the early return of babies back to 
Gladstone Hospital. We recently had a very, very sad case where a young couple lost 
their baby. The mother was told that she could not be treated at Gladstone because of 
her BMI. I certainly do not believe that she is a person who could be regarded as obese. 
She was sent to Rockhampton, turned away from the Rockhampton Hospital and she 
subsequently lost the baby. There are ongoing investigations into the matter. But rather 
than moving babies and mothers up to Rockhampton, we should be improving the 
service that is available in Gladstone. This is the start of it. Two senior medical officers 
have been recruited, and the Gladstone Base Hospital is working with the Mater 
Hospital to jointly appoint two paediatricians to start in January.  
One of the things that became apparent during the minister’s visit was the willingness 
of the Mater Hospital to work with the Gladstone Base Hospital in these joint 
appointments. It is a win-win for everybody. Both hospitals get the necessary 
specialists. A specialist on their own is isolated and overworked. If you can get a couple 
of specialists—even three or four—and rostering is able to be done so that none of the 
specialists gets burnt out, and then share that between the Mater Hospital and the 
public hospital, it gives great coverage to the community and it gives great experience 
and opportunity to the specialists. I think it is an excellent result for everybody. There is 
also a joint agreement with the Mater to appoint an orthopaedic surgeon.  
Mental health services are to be redesigned. There are a number of words around the 
redesign of the mental health service that do not mean a lot to me. I will be looking for 



some clarification on that. Our mental health services are mainly sourced out of 
Rockhampton. That is where the residential site is. Certainly I believe there is scope to 
improve the opportunities for families and individuals to get mental health care out of 
Gladstone to ensure continued family and friend support when people are very fragile.  
There are also some maintenance improvements in relation to the duress nurse call 
system, the dental air compressor replacement at the dental clinic and emergency 
power supply for the Gladstone Hospital, and fall-arrest protection for all the roofing 
areas is being costed.  
A quarter of a million dollars is to be invested to address the backlog in maintenance. 
After I was elected in 1996, one of the early decisions I had to make involved a leaky 
roof at Gladstone Hospital. The state media went berserk and talked about my making 
a significant decision based on a leaky roof at Gladstone Hospital, but it was an 
indicative thing. If people work in an environment that is unmaintained, they feel 
undervalued. Carrying out maintenance on these facilities says to the people who work 
so hard in the facilities: ‘We value you. You are worthwhile. We value your contribution 
to the community and we will make sure you are working in a facility that is deserving 
of the effort that you put in.’ So I welcome that.  
There is a proposal to upgrade the high-dependency unit and the operating theatre. It is 
to go to tender in August. The funding is not directly from this budget; it is from 
savings in the hospitals and health network and also from LNG. That is welcome. If we 
could get an anaesthetist and another surgeon to work at that hospital, we would be 
able to perform a broader range of surgical procedures. That, in turn, would entice 
surgeons with a broader skill set to come to the hospital. The range of procedures 
available at Gladstone will improve greatly, community confidence in the hospital will 
improve and, as I said earlier, the staff will feel valued—as they should, because they 
do such an amazing job.  
There are other issues in other portfolio areas. I will run out of time to talk about them. I 
say on behalf of the community: each one of us appreciates what we have received in 
this budget. I was asked by the media to score the budget. I think that must have been 
the question for this year’s budget. My comment was that we always have more that we 
would like to receive. I do not think any member would not say that. I appreciate what 
we have received from this budget. I certainly look forward to working with the various 
ministers to bring the concerns of my constituency to their attention for their attention. 
It is a great community. The paid emergency staff and volunteers across the community 
work tirelessly to improve the community that is the Gladstone electorate. I thank each 
one and I thank the state government for its contribution. 


