
             CANBERRA IS CAPITAL 
 
ACTIVITY 1 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 
Read the topic information on the page and answer the following 
information. 
 

1. Where in Canberra did the ‘laying of the foundation stones’ 
ceremony take place? 

 
2. What date is Canberra Day?  

 

3. In what year did Australia become a nation in its own right? 
 

4. Which two cities do you think battled for the right to be the 
capital? 
 

5. What role did Charles Scrivener have in the development of 
Canberra? 
 

6. Who was the Minister for Home Affairs 100 years ago? 
 

7. Find out what features in Canberra are named after the 
competition winner Burley Griffin. 
 

8. What is the approximate population of Canberra today? 
 

9. Who were the first people to inhabit the lands around the 
area? 
 

10. What does the name Canberra mean?  
           How is this name appropriate? 
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     ACTIVITY 2 
     IN YOUR OPINION 
           
 
  
 
 
              After Federation, a Capital needed to be found.  
 
Imagine you were a parliamentarian 100 years ago. Decide where 
the best site for the Capital of the Commonwealth of Australia should 
be and develop an argument to back up your choice. 
Consider the following:- 
 

 Where should the capital be located? 
 

 What are the benefits of it being there? 
 

 Does the site have a suitable water supply, climate and 
landforms to make it a good choice? 
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ACTIVITY 3 
IN THE NEWS 
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ACTIVITY 4 
WORDS AT WORK 

In Wordy News this week we defined the word VIBES  which was     
 used in the following way:- 
 
 
 
 Place the word vibe / vibes in the following sentences. 

 
You can feel the good from the audience. 
 
There's no negative or negative feelings here? 
 
I am sending good for a dry day your way. 
 
Another great song filling national radio airwaves, sending out 
summer to brighten up the gray. 
 
The film maintains a sufficiently pleasant comic as the characters  
pick away at each other.  
 
How can someone improve or create a in their business? 
 
The words we say and the thoughts we think cause us to send a that 
is equal to that thought or feeling.  
 
You should change your from a negative one to a positive one. 
 
I felt a weird from her. 
 
 Words that rhyme with VIBE 

Make a list of words that rhyme with vibe 
 
 
 
 
  

    MAKE A STORY BOARD OF ANY EVENTS THAT  
     ARE REPORTED IN THE NEWSPAPER ABOUT    
    CANBERRA AND ITS 100 YEAR CELEBRATIONS   
  
 Cut out headlines that use the word Canberra 

 
 Cut out photos of the celebrations and write 

your own captions. 
 
 Make a list of events that are being held to 

celebrate the 100 year birthday in Canberra. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
CHECK IT OUT 
Smack Bang in the Middle is a musical tribute to Canberra’s 
centenary year. The words to the song shown below are missing 
some words. See if you can work out what the missing lyrics are. 
 
SMACK BANG IN THE MIDDLE 
Canberrans cop a lot of flack, of that there is no doubt 
But when it comes to where it’s at, we think that you’ve missed _______ 
When Sydneysiders scoff, And Melbournites are smug 
We’ve got a ________ and a tale to tell, Oh well, you be the judge 
It’s a little bit about where we sit, this capital of our ____________ 
You see my friends, it’s all about – Location, location, location 
A distinctive picturesque place with views 
Charles ______________ chose this land 
Then Marion and Walter designed a _______ – a city that was planned 
_______________ became the middle ground, the latest place to meet 
So a ______________ years ago between Melbourne and Sydney 
They were dancing in the ___________, because we’re 
Smack bang in the middle (we’re nearly) 
Smack bang in the middle (we’re almost) 
Smack bang in the middle 
But they had to compromise that’s why we’re closer to Sydney 
Smack bang in the middle (we’re nearly) 
Smack bang in the middle (we’re almost) 
Smack bang in the middle 
But we’d be closer to Melbourne if they had their way – hey hey hey 
You can lose yourself in Canberra, out-o-towners ______ 
You tried to get to Manuka, but you’re on Belconnen way 
Just turn right at the GDE, you don’t have to pay 
You’ll arrive at your destination, in a round-a-bout kind of way, because 
we’re 
CHORUS 
Would you like to be a beach bum, or a bunny in Thredbo 
Winter can freeze your ass off, sure, but we’re closer to the ________ 
It’s all about location, and if Batemans Bay is your scene 
Canberra is the axis baby – we’re right in __________, because we’re 
 
The song is copyright ©2013 Karen Strahan Jill Walsh 
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ACTIVITY 6 
NEWS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 
Harlem Shake Craze 
A group of Australian teenagers (see pictures below) have sparked a 
viral dance craze called the Harlem Shake, with their thrusting moves 
inspiring tens of thousands of copycats around the world. 
However for a group of 15 miners from Western Australia who have 
been sacked after performing the Harlem Shake on the job, it hasn’t 
been a hit. 
 
View the video clip posted on NiE Online.  
Complete the following checklist to show how the miners could have 
avoided being sacked. 
 
 
Think about the task 
What are the things they should have done before, during and after 
they did the Harlem Shake? 
 
Spot hazards 
What hazards could have caused them to hurt themselves while 
doing the dance? 
 
Assess the risk 
How could they get hurt by these hazards?  
 
Make changes 
What could they do to make sure they do not get hurt and do the 
Harlem Shake safely? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Photos: Warren Lynam / Sunshine Coast Daily 


