
                                       HOOK A BOOK 
 
ACTIVITY 1  
THE PLOT 
Listed below are the six books short listed in the Older Readers 
category of this year’s Book Week Awards. Match the titles / author  
with the brief outline of each story’s plot. 
 
TITLES / AUTHOR 
Creepy & Maud / Dianne Touchell; Friday Brown / Vikki Wakefield; 
Sea Hearts / Margo Lanagan; The Ink Bridge / Neil Grant; 
The Shiny Guys / Doug MacLeod; The Wrong Boy / Suzy Zail 
 
PLOT 

 A remarkable and gripping story about one refugee boy on a 
desperate journey from Afghanistan, and the Australian boy who 
befriends him. 

 On remote Rollrock Island, the sea-witch Misskaella discovers she 
can draw a girl from the heart of a seal. So, for a price, any man 
might buy himself a bride; an irresistibly enchanting sea-wife. But 
what cost will be borne by the people of Rollrock - the men, the 
women, the children - once Misskaella sets her heart on doing such 
a thing? 

 One night, fifteen-year-old Colin Lapsley, has a visit.  They don't 
speak, but Colin can read their thoughts.  They want him to pay for 
the terrible thing that he has done.  When the visitors won't go away, 
Colin is admitted to ward 44.  There he discovers an alien world, a 
powerful weapon, a gentle giant, and a girl who may be able to see 
what he can see. 

 Hilarious and heartbreaking, this story charts the relationship 
between two social misfits, played out in the space between their 
windows. 

 A seventeen-year-old girl is on the run—running to escape 
memories of her mother and of the family curse. And of a 
grandfather who’d like her to stay. She’s lost, alone and afraid. 

 The story of a Jewish girl sent to Auschwitz with her family. She  
falls in love with the German son of the camp commander 
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ACTIVITY 2 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Examine the shortlisted books in the Information Books category. 
(Your school library should have copies.) 
 

 Python – Christopher Cheng & Mark Jackson 

 Lyrebird! A true Story – Jackie Kerin  Ill. Peter Gouldthorpe 

 Topsy-turvy World – Kirsty Murray 

 Portrait of Spain for Kids – Queensland Art Gallery 

 Tom the Outback Mailman – Kristin Weidenbach Ill. Timothy Ide 
 
 

 What is the theme / topic of each book? Are you able to tell 
this from the title of the book? 

 
 Which book’s format is the most appealing to you? Why? 

 
 Do illustrations/ pictures/ photographs play an important 

role in the book? 
 
 Why do you think the judges chose the winning book? 
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ACTIVITY 3 
CONGRATULATIONS 
A letter of congratulations is used in both personal and business 
situations. Their primary purpose is to formally congratulate a person 
or organisation for an outstanding achievement. 
 
Write a letter on behalf of your school to congratulate one of the 
winners of this year’s Children’s Book Awards.  
(The winner’s list can be found on the NiE page) 
 
In the letter state why you think their book deserved to win.  
 
Use your school’s letter head paper to write the letter on. 
 
 
                 
 
Dear Author, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of .................................................... 
 
 

 
 

 
 
INTERVIEW THE AUTHOR / ILLUSTRATOR 
If you had the chance to interview the author / illustrator of one of the 
award winning books what would you ask them? 
 
Make a list of questions. 
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ACTIVITY 4 
THE MEANING OF BOOK 
Here are some sayings and proverbs which have the word ‘book’ in 
them. 
 
Can you explain the meaning behind the saying? 
 
 

Never judge a book by its cover. 
 
Am I in your good books? 
 
You should take a leaf out of his/her book. 
 
They will throw the book at them for what they did. 
 
We all have a least one book in us. 
 
A book tightly shut is just a block of paper. 
 
A book can open the door but you must enter yourself. 
 
The world is a book and those who don’t travel, read only 
one page. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
JUDGING A BOOK BY ITS COVER 
Sometimes it is useful when choosing a book to look at the cover. 
It can give you an idea about the content of the book and even help 
you decide whether to read it or not. 
 
Check out the covers of the books nominated for Children’s Picture 
Book of the Year. Choose which cover appeals to you the most and 
explain why. 
 
BOOK TITLE: ______________________________________ 
 
AUTHOR:       ______________________________________ 
 
ILLUSTRATOR: ____________________________________ 
 

 Are you able to tell what the book is about from the cover? 
 

 Why do you like about the cover of the book? 
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ACTIVITY 6 
THE BOOK PROCESS 
An author has just finished a book that took months to write.  
Where to next?  
How does a book get from the author to you? 
Use the keyboard code to decipher the stages and then put them into 
the correct order. 
  *  Using the most common modern-day keyboard layout, the keyboard 
code moves one letter to the right eg Z = X  Q = W 
 

 Viij ua oeubrws 

 Duz yo ariet 

 Glcw lb uswl 

 Qeurw rgw ariet 

 Aiks 

 Ukkyarelrw rgw ariet 

 Vytwe ewlsa rgw viij 

 Awbs ri l oyvkuagwe 

 Ub l viijagio 
 

FROM THIS ...... 
 
 

..........TO THIS 

 

        


