
         IT’S A DOG’S LIFE 
 
ACTIVITY 1 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 

Read the content for this topic then answer the following questions to 

see how much you understand about what you read. 
 

1.  Dogs are often referred to as what in relation to man?  

 
2. What is another word used for ‘dog’ in the text? 

 
3. A dog that performs a specific task or role for humans is 

referred to as a what? 

 
4. What type of dog performs these roles? 

a. uses its sense of smell to detect things 
b. helps its handler to enforce the law 
c. assists humans with visual impairments 

d. helps locate people who are missing 
e. helps keep property safe from intruders 

 

5. What does the saying “it’s a dog’s life’ mean? 
Do you agree with this saying? 

 

 
 
        Police dog squad joins the search for a wanted man  

                             IT’S A DOG’S LIFE 

 
     ACTIVITY 2 

     IN YOUR OPINION 
 

 

     Dog Attacks 
 

      
      Sometimes in the news you will read about dogs attacking   

      people or other animals. 
 

         “ A SPIKE in dog and cat attacks on native wildlife has sparked a plea  
           from the RSPCA for pet owners to better restrain their animals. 
           Hush the 11-month-old brushtail possum was one of the more recent   
           victims of a dog attack . . .” 
 
       What do you think should be done to prevent dog attacks? 
 

       Conduct a Vox Pop where you ask students, staff, parents and  
       visitors to the school their opinion on a topic.  
 
       The term ‘Vox pop’ comes from the Latin phrase vox populi, meaning ‘voice of    

       the people’.  
       It is a method of recording the responses of people when asked a question on   
       a particular topic. Their responses are then presented to the reader as a  

       reflection of popular opinion.  
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ACTIVITY 3 

IN THE NEWS 
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ACTIVITY 4 
WORDS AT WORK 

 

In Wordy News this week we defined the word ALTERCATION  which 

was used in the following way: 

      
 

In the English language there are many words that start with ‘alter’. 
 

Below is a list of words that begin with ‘alter’. 
Match these words with their correct meaning. 

 
Altered 

 

Alternate 
 

Alternator 
 

Alternative 

 
Altercation 

 
Alteration 

 

- An electric generator that produces alternating current 
especially in cars 

- Made a change to, made different 
- The act of making something different 
- Go back and forth between two things, do something in turn 

- One of a number of things from which only one can be chosen 
- a heated or angry dispute; argument, fight or controversy 

 
 
    WRITE A CAPTION FOR THE PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE  

    USING THE WORD ALTERCATION 
 

 
 

             DOGS IN THE NEWS 

 
Missing dogs, Dogs for Sale, dogs doing a job …… 
In the newspaper there are regular stories and 

advertisements relating to dogs. 
 

Find as many things relating to dogs in the 
newspaper, cut them and a make a DOGS IN THE 
NEWS poster. 
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ACTIVITY 5 
CHECK IT OUT 

War Dog 

Publishers Random House Australia have produced a book where the 

hero has four paws and a wagging tail. Caesar- The war dog, by 
Stephen Dando-Collins, is based on the true accounts of heroic 
military and service dogs. 

On operations in Afghanistan with Corporal Ben Fulton in the 
Australian Army, Caesar proves his worth, finding hidden explosives 

and saving the lives of the soldiers. 
 
Pre -Reading 

What do you think a sniffer dog’s job in the Australian Army is?  
What do you think an Australian soldier’s life is like in Afghanistan?  

Why do you think the author wrote the book?  
Do you think the book is more meaningful because it’s inspired by the 
stories of real war dogs and soldiers?  
 
Activity 

Writing a news article (Chapter 16)  

Imagine you are the reporter Amanda Ritchie preparing to interview 
Ben.  

Write an outline for the news article that you plan to write, including 
the heading for your article and ideas for the layout and pictures. 

Include a list of questions that you plan to ask Ben. 
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ACTIVITY 6 
NEWS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Dog Attacks Children 

The story highlighted on this week’s NiE page reported an attack on 

two children. 
Below are some tips on ways you can avoid being attacked by a dog. 
Use the Morse code to fill in the missing letters and words. 

           
 
    Never ●▬ / ●▬ ▬●/ ●▬ ▬●/ ● ▬●/ ▬ ▬ ▬ / ●▬ / ▬●▬●/●●●● 

    a dog when it is not with an owner 
 
     

     Don’t go too close to a dog when it is  ●/ ●▬ / ▬ / ●● / ▬ ●/ ▬ ▬●  

     
     

    Stay away from dogs that are ▬ / ●● / ● / ▬ ●● up 
     
     

    Watch out for signs of ●▬ / ▬ ▬●/ ▬ ▬●/ ●▬●/ ● / ●●● / ●●● /●●               
     / ▬ ▬ ▬ / ▬ ●  – growling, ears flattened, hair standing up 

 
    Stand ●●● / ▬ / ●● /●▬●● / ●▬●●and look down with your arms    
    at your sides if a dog runs towards you aggressively 

   
         

     Report dog ●▬ / ▬ / ▬ /●▬ / ▬●▬●/ ▬●▬ / ●●●  to the dog   
     control officer at your local  ▬●▬●/ ▬ ▬ ▬ / ●●▬ / ▬ ● /    
      ▬●▬●/ ●● / ●▬●● 

 


