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‘Sticks and stones will break my bones – but words will never hurt me’ is a mantra that 
held common sway when I was growing up. It was about building resilience. It was also 
about recognising that other people can be thoughtless bastards at times. I don’t think 
anybody would argue that Alan Jones, in his reported comments about Julia Gillard and 
her father has been a “thoughtless bastard”.

Like most people, when Julie and I heard about Alan Jones’ comments we were 
appalled.

That anybody would suggest that a parent died of shame because of their child is so 
beyond the pale that it beggars belief that anybody, let alone someone with any sort of 
public profile, would think it, let alone make it.

To make such a comment within two weeks of the death of Julie Gillard’s father 
suggests such a lack of human compassion as to be incomprehensible. 

Rock the Gate – Northern Rivers, however, is NOT about Alan Jones! 

It is about giving communities across the Northern Rivers, from Grafton to Tweed 
Heads, from Ballina to Drake and beyond, a chance to show, by coming together in 
common cause at one location, that they want, they demand, the Northern Rivers to be 
Gasfield Free. The concert component is about giving those same communities an 
opportunity to celebrate their coming together in a common cause.

That having been said, we find the threats of boycotts of a Lock the Gate campaign 
activity because a certain person is appearing or participating to be disappointing. We 
will certainly not make a decision either way in response to such threats.

Alan Jones is not the only person with views that some find objectionable on other 
matters who is opposed to CSG. 
Mind you, anybody who has only just developed concerns about Alan Jones’ other views 
and now says they won’t come to the rally because he will be speaking has had their 
ears closed for a very long time! He was “Alan Jones” long before he made the 



comments that have been reported over the weekend. He has had to apologise before. 
He makes his living from being controversial!
I come from a large family. Both my parents have died in the last 2 years. I know in the 
deepest fibres of my being that they were immensely proud of each and every one of us 
and what we have done with our lives. Yet, at the same time, I know how hurtful it 
would be if someone suggested that they died of shame because of any one of us. I also 
know that it would say more about the person making the comments than about us.

I usually keep my professional life as separate as possible from my political or 
campaigning activities, however in this case a comment is relevant and appropriate.

I see, on a daily basis, the impact of depression and anxiety on young people in our 
community. In many cases it is tragic. 

Alan Jones’ reported comments in relation to Julia Gillard’s father highlight the sort of 
unthinking, “clever”, hurtful thing to say that causes so much psychological damage in 
our community. Two weeks after RUOK (Are You OK?) Day, in which I saw young people 
in our community taking positive and constructive steps to address some of the harm 
caused by bullying, we witness these comments. The response of the young people I 
know to RUOK Day showed that we have moved beyond the “sticks and stones” mantra 
of my youth to recognise that what people say to, and about, us does have an impact on 
our psychological wellbeing. His comments also point up, to me, a failing in our modern 
political system that there are no boundaries in terms of the nature of how one attack’s 
one’s political opponents. All parties and most politicians are as guilty as Alan Jones of 
crossing the line in this regard. 

To see a woman’s efforts in any sphere of endeavour pilloried simply because she is a 
woman is despicable. To denigrate womens’ capacity to fill any role in public life goes 
against everything I have worked for both in my professional and personal lives.

It is also now a matter of public record that Alan Jones has issued a public apology for 
the comments and that he has tried to apologise personally for them. 

It has also been suggested to us that to withdraw the invitation to Alan Jones would in 
some way deny him “freedom of speech”. Alan Jones expresses his opinions on a 
multitude of issues every morning on the radio, so not being able to speak at this event 
would hardly curtail his opportunity to make his views known. 

To those who said they were coming to Rock the Gate – Northern Rivers regardless, we 
say Thank You for supporting the cause rather than playing personality politics. We 
know you will come regardless of our decision because you see that it is not about one 
person but about the greater cause.



To those who said they would not come if Alan Jones is speaking, we say leave the 
personality politics out of the campaign. Stooping to personality politics is exactly what 
you are accusing Alan Jones of doing. Some of the comments we have received on 
facebook and by email have been less than helpful and have done the same thing for 
which Mr Jones has been criticised.

The media’s reaction is not something that has weighed on our minds to any degree. 
Rock the Gate – Northern Rivers is not primarily a media event. It is first and foremost a 
community event! 

All of the above having been said, Julie and I have had to make a decision about 
whether, as the organisers of the rally component of Rock the Gate – Northern Rivers 
we withdraw the invitation to Alan Jones to speak at the rally, and why we would make 
that decision.

What it came down to was a decision about whether we could, based on Alan Jones’ 
comments, the overall campaign against coal and coal seam gas and our personal sense 
of integrity continue to have Alan Jones involved in Rock the Gate – Northern Rivers.

In terms of Alan Jones’ comments, we believe they certainly warrant a response at some 
level.

In terms of the campaign implications, we believe that if the campaign against coal seam 
gas stands or falls on the involvement, or the support, of one person then the campaign 
is doomed. That does not just apply to Alan Jones, but to any individual, including each 
of us. The campaign will be won or lost based on support and involvement at the local 
community level. If the campaign is based on the politics of personality then we win 
nothing, even if CSG were to be banned tomorrow. We have also considered the impact 
on the anti-CSG campaign in the Northern Rivers.

In terms of our personal integrity, we believe that we had to make a strong statement 
that reflected our abhorrence of his comments. We had to decide whether, in all 
conscience and with our personal integrity intact, we could welcome him to the stage in 
Murwillumbah.

Accordingly, we have decided to withdraw the invitation to Alan Jones to speak at Rock 
the Gate – Northern Rivers.

Now – let’s all get on and make Rock the Gate – Northern Rivers the best that it can be.

Michael McNamara
Lock the Gate - Tweed
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