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5 MAYORAL MINUTE 
 
5.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - POSITIONING STATEMENT - COAL SEAM GAS 

INDUSTRY 
 

 
Background 
 
Over a 10-year period the Council has been aware of the potential for coal seam 
gas mining in the Richmond Valley. During this period, a significant amount of 
preliminary work has been done by exploration licence holders with Council's 
knowledge and some involvement. At all times it was understood by Council that 
the primary responsibility for regulating the industry rested with the State 
Government. 
 
In recent years there has been a growing focus on the industry with State 
regulators moving to a more controlled operating environment (and recently 
giving the industry the authority to move forward). The public debate on the 
merits or otherwise of coal seam gas mining has also substantially increased. 
 
Following a series of discussions, meetings and a visit to the Western Downs 
region of Queensland, Councillors agreed they should prepare a Positioning 
Statement on the Coal Seam Gas Industry in their local government area. 
 
Issues 
 
Following the preparation of a draft document and the input of Councillors to this 
draft, Council needs to determine its formal position on this industry and the 
issuing of a statement outlining this position is considered necessary. Mining 
activity is expected to move from exploration to production in the Richmond 
Valley in the near future following the issuing of licences by the State 
Government. 
 
It is clear that notwithstanding personal views, the industry will eventuate so long 
as it has State Government support. 
 
It is seen as important that Council take a balanced view of this reality and 
achieves outcomes which are positive, based on fact and the best available 
science. 
 
The attached Positioning Statement seeks to achieve this. A public commitment 
to publish a statement before Christmas and the fact production and ancillary 
works will begin shortly, necessitates that it be brought to Council for its 
consideration and a recommendation to move forward. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommended that: 
 
1. Council adopt the Positioning Statement on the Coal Seam Gas Industry, 

as circulated with this Minute, as its official position on this industry. 
 
2. The statement be publicised as widely as possible to encourage 

constructive feedback and that it be also forwarded to all relevant Members 
of Parliament, neighbouring Councils and industry participants. 

 
3. The statement be reconsidered in six months. 
 
 

 
Ernie Bennett 
MAYOR 
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Richmond Valley Council 
 
Positioning Statement on the Coal Seam Gas 
Industry 
 
The Richmond Valley Council acknowledges that coal seam gas mining activity is 
happening in its local government area, will continue to happen and that this activity will 
increase over time and a workable collaboration is necessary. 
 
While local government does not have the primary role in approving or regulating this 
industry, it does have a significant role and responsibility in shaping the future destiny of 
the council area, particularly as it relates to: 
 
• the health and well-being of its people; 
• the protection of the environment - both natural and built; 
• the economic health of the area and the creation of employment; 
• the social fabric of the region's society;  
• the physical infrastructure of the council area;  
 
and the monitoring of cumulative impacts of the industry on the community. 
 
The Council will not accept any activity which places the community water supply at risk. 
 
The Council will work with all parties to deliver on this responsibility. 
 
The Richmond Valley Council is also committed to ensuring government policy and 
legislation adequately protects the environment and agricultural production of the council 
area while allowing for the development of a sustainable coal seam gas industry. 
 
It believes all parties in the debate need to work together and learn to trust each other to 
achieve a balance of outcomes which are positive, based on fact and the best available 
science. 
 
In particular, Richmond Valley Council calls for the following specific actions to be taken: 
 
From the State Government 
 
(1) To ensure adequate baseline assessments of existing water levels and quality and 

air quality are done immediately. 
 
(2) To introduce an effective Royalties for Regions Program which returns monies 

collected to our community. 
 
(3) To base a State Government inspector in Casino to ensure adequate monitoring of 

the State's regulations and standards. 
 
(4) To set standards of performance for companies awarded Production and Exploration 

Licences. 
 
(5) To give greater capacity to Local Government to levy appropriate rates and charges 

on mining and related operations. 
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From Metgasco and Other Companies Operating in Our Area 
 
(1) To generally improve their professionalism and expertise to industry best practice 

standards in all aspects of their work. 
 
(2) To urgently complete and publish their plans for water treatment and disposal. 
 
(3) To open and maintain a Casino CBD Information Centre. 
 
(4) To commit to always working co-operatively with landowners regarding land access 

to minimise the impacts on agricultural land. 
 
(5) To adopt a policy of transparency of information in all its dealings with the 

community. 
 
(6) To acknowledge their ongoing obligation to fully fund infrastructure improvements, 

restoration and maintenance caused directly by their activities. 
 
(7) To ensure fair compensation is offered to any and all landholders. 
 
From Industry Opponents 
 
(1) To work with all parties to find solutions to issues and a means of cohabitation rather 

than blanket opposition. 
 
(2) To continue their advocacy of the issues surrounding the coal seam gas industry in a 

peaceful manner. 
 
(3) To play their part in holding all parties to account in respect of their individual 

obligations. 
 
From Our Community 
 
(1) To give the Council written constructive feedback on its views regarding this 

Positioning Statement. 
 
(2) To work collaboratively with the Council to achieve the best outcomes for the local 

government area within Council's stated role and responsibility. 
 
 

 


	5 MAYORAL MINUTE
	5.1 Mayoral Minute - Positioning Statement - Coal Seam Gas Industry
	Background
	Issues
	RECOMMENDATION

	Richmond Valley Council Positioning Statement on the Coal Seam Gas Industry.pdf
	Richmond Valley Council


