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Media Response 
 
 
In today’s edition of “The Observer” there was an article on water quality in South Trees Inlet 
and the impact of discharge from Queensland Alumina Limited’s (QAL) Red Mud Dam on this 
area. 
 
QAL utilises the seawater neutralisation process for its red mud. This process is considered 

industry best practice for neutralising red mud, and managing the ecological risk of discharge 

waters. It is employed by some other alumina refineries around the world that have access to 

seawater. 

For over 40 years QAL has used seawater to neutralise red mud for storage in the Residue 
Disposal Area on Boyne Island.  The overflow from the dam discharges into South Trees Inlet 
and is regulated as part of QAL’s Development Approval issued by the Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection.   
 
During those 40 years of operation, QAL has conducted multiple scientific studies into the 
potential impact of the discharge on the receiving environment.  These studies have all found 
that the discharge has had negligible impact on the marine environment and marine species.  
The latest study was completed in 2011 and included assessments of toxicity on key indicator 
species, such as barramundi and oysters. 
 
QAL works closely with the Regulator providing reports and routine monitoring data and will 
continue collaboration with the Department. 
 
 
 

 
About Queensland Alumina Limited: 
Queensland Alumina Limited (QAL) commenced operation in March 1967. Today QAL is one 
of the world’s largest alumina refineries, producing 3.95 million tonnes of the world’s best 
smelter grade alumina per year. With an average workforce of 1 100 employees, QAL is one 
of the region’s largest employers and annually contributes approximately $400 million directly 

to the local economy. www.qal.com.au.  


