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Farm safety
Farming is one of the most dangerous occupations in
Australia accounting for one quarter of all work-related
deaths. Everyone working, visiting or living on a farm needs
to understand the risks and take the necessary precautions to
avoid being injured.

WHAT’S NEWS
It’s viral
Experts are warning that the
influenza virus has hit Australia
especially hard this season and
the worst is yet to come. More
than 5000 cases of two influenza
flu strains were recorded
nationally in June – almost
double the number as at the
same time last year – with
thousands more cases expected
to go undiagnosed. So far this
year, 9034 influenza cases have
been diagnosed nationwide, with
Queensland, NSW and South
Australia the worst affected.

Sweet turns sour
The iconic Australian company
Darrell Lea which has satisfied
the sweet tooth of many
customers for 85 years hit a sour
note when it fell into
administration last week due to
rising costs and a decline in
sales.
Unless a potential buyer steps
forward to rescue the company
the famous Darrell Lea Rocklea
Road, liquorice, coconut rough
and other assorted chocolates
and sweets will no longer be
available to savour. It also means
tough times for the 700
employees whose jobs are under
threat.

FARMERS have to perform a wide range of
tasks under varying conditions in the
course of a typical working day and
throughout the year.
It’s physically tough work. There are a
number of farm safety hazards that can
kill or injure. Potential dangers on farms
include:
Animals – injuries inflicted by animals
can include bites, kicks, crushing, ramming, trampling, and transmission of
infectious diseases.
Chemicals – misuse of chemicals can
cause injuries such as burns, respiratory
illness or poisoning.
Confined spaces – such as silos, water
tanks, milk vats and manure pits can
cause poisoning, suffocation or drowning.
Electricity – danger of electrocution
from faulty switches, cords, machinery or
overhead power lines.
Heights – falls from ladders, rooftops
and other tall structures are a major cause
of injury.
Machinery – hazards include operators
and bystanders becoming entangled in
exposed moving parts of vehicles, machines and tools such as chainsaws.
Noise pollution – noise from livestock,
machinery and guns can affect hearing.
Vehicles – crashes or falls from motorbikes, two-wheel and quad bikes, tractors,
utes and horses can result in major injuries and death.
Water – dams, lakes, ponds, rivers, channels, tanks, drums and creeks are all
drowning hazards. Young children are
particularly at risk.
Weather – hazards include storm
threats, sunburn, heat stroke, dehydration
and hypothermia.
Ways to reduce injuries include:
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KEY FACT

Deaths on farms in 2012 to May 31, –
data supplied by Farmsafe Australia
Inc
Total number of deaths = 21; Quad
bikes = 6; Tractors = 1; Children = 7
(including 2 quad bikes and 2
drownings)
◗ eliminating potential risks by substituting less hazardous equipment or a
less toxic chemical
◗ storing equipment and chemicals safely
◗ modifying equipment to make it safer,
i.e. fitting roll-over cages on tractors
◗ using safety equipment such as helmets, goggles or breathing apparatus
and protective clothing
◗ ensuring that workers and visitors are
familiar with the temperament of farm
animals
◗ following good hygiene practices, i.e.
washing hands
◗ ensuring yards and fences are well
designed and properly maintained
◗ keeping equipment in good repair
◗ putting systems in place to deal with
injury like first aid, injury management
and rehabilitation programs
◗ creating safe and contained play areas
for young children close to the house.

GO ONLINE by visiting your
newspaper’s website. You’ll find the
address on the front page.
Look for the NiE logo at the top of
the page and click. This will link
you to APN’s NiE webpage.

IS IT SAFE?
This week’s activity will have you
putting on your gumboots and
going to the farm to identify and
manage some of the main hazards
present. Learn more about farm
safety and why it is so important.

National Farm Safey Week
For 15 years, National Farm Safety Week
has raised awareness of farm safety
issues in Australia. This year’s theme for
the week is “Farm Safety – Fix It for
Everyone”. From the July 16 to 21, Farmsafe Australia will highlight the importance of business and industry working
together to reduce deaths and
injuries on farms.

QUIZ TIME

Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE
online.

Which Australian city will
host the leaders of the
world’s biggest economies at
the G20 summit in 2014?

1

WHICH country did the
Australian Cricket Team
recently play a one-day series
against?

2

NEXT
WEEK’S
TOPIC:
Environmental
Enquiry

WHICH two Hollywood
stars hit the headlines
last week when their marriage
break-up was announced?
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