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HAVE you ever come across a word in
the newspaper that you haven’t seen
before or don’t know what it means?
This week’s word is NOSTALGIC.
Definition:- (adjective) experiencing
or exhibiting nostalgia – a wistful
desire to return to a former place or
time.

What’s Online
YOUR local newspaper website is
keen to showcase and celebrate the
success of students at school
carnivals, for their academic work,
their hobbies etc, through a new
initiative which will enable parents,
teachers and students to share their
stories and photos.
There are two ways to contribute:
Share a photo (photo and short
caption) or Share Your Story (longer
story with photo). Both are promoted
off the home pages of your
newspaper’s website under Most
Popular Stories. To share your news,
you must first be registered on our
site so you have your own login.
There is no cost to registering.
Go online and help make the news.
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Which USA talk show host
visited Australia last week?1
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Which company bought
17-year-old Nick D’Aloisio’s

invention of a mobile news
reader app, making the
teenager a
multi-millionaire?

Who did the Australian
Socceroos play in a World

Cup Asian qualifier last Tuesday
night?
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INDIGENOUS Australians have been
here for at least 40,000 years but during
the past two centuries people have come
from all around the world to live in
Australia.
Therefore it is not unusual to meet
people of different races, ethnic back-
grounds or cultural groups living in our
communities.
The near to 23 million people who call
Australia home today have a range of
cultural backgrounds, which comes with
a variety of characteristics that are un-
ique. Examples of these characteristics
include race, ethnicity, socio-economic
status, cultural norms, e.g., the food they
eat, as well as religious, political and
other beliefs.
There are many benefits of living in a
culturally diverse society. Multicultural-
ism contributes a lot to Australian socie-
ty. Without immigration Australia’s
population would be very small and its
economy weak.
We wouldn’t be so diverse and rich in
culture. It is great to experience different
ideas, opinions, lifestyles, traditions,
habits, cuisine, music, dance and fashion.
Being exposed to other cultures and
seeing other ways to live gives us more
freedom and choices.

Multicultural Festivals
THROUGHOUT Australia during the
year, there are many multicultural
festivals that highlight the cultu-
ral diversity of our community

Australia is home to people from all around the world, making it a
culturally diverse society with a variety of ideas, opinions, lifestyles,
traditions, habits, cuisine, music, dance and fashion to experience

Country of cultures
FUN FACTS

◗ People from more than 200 countries
make up Australian communities.
◗ More than 300 languages are spoken
in Australia.
◗ 95% of the population are Australian
citizens.
◗ Australian citizenship was created in
1948. Before that Australians were
British subjects.

through food, music, dance, art, story-
telling etc. These provide opportunities
for Australians of all backgrounds to
come together.
What are some multicultural festiv-
als where you live?

The Figures
According to the 2011 Australian Cen-
sus, there were 5,294,863 residents who
were born outside Australia, represent-
ing 24% of the total population.
The top 10 nationalities of the Aus-
tralian-resident population comprising
of people born in other countries:
United Kingdom – 1 101 100
New Zealand – 483 400
China – 319 000
India – 295 400
Italy – 185 400
Vietnam – 185 000
Philippines – 171 200
South Africa – 145 700
Greece – 125 849
Malaysia – 116 200
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DID you know
that reports
show one in
six children
are bullied
each week?
How do we
overcome this statistic? One way is to
pick up the book Dandelion and find
out how one little boy deals with his
experience of being picked on at
school. Written by Galvin Scott Davis,
the text will transport you to a world
of imagination – a place where you
can think about bullying and find
ways for copying with it. The
illustrations by Anthony Ishinjerro are
simple but effective in telling the story
in this book of hope.
Published by Random House

Australia, teacher resources are
available from this month at
randomhouse.com.au/teachers.

News in the Spotlight
DISCUSS the following topic and let us
know what you think.
A young boy was among two

asylum seekers who died after a
series of waves smashed an
overcrowded asylum boat near
Christmas Island.
The vessel, carrying mostly

Afghans, was one of a string of
arrivals, including another vessel with
128 on board. A ship from Customs
and Border Protection came to the aid
of the stricken boat rescuing 93
survivors.
Prime Minister Julia Gillard said: “I

worry every time we hear that a boat
is out on the water, too many people
have lost their lives getting on these
very dangerous boats, paying people
smugglers to do so and what a
dreadful tragedy this is.”
The Department of Immigration and

Citizenship said that 2362
asylum-seekers had so far arrived by
boat this year. That compared with
1259 by the same time last year.
Maritime services and the
government are bracing for more
boats as monsoonal conditions ease.

In Your Opinion
What do you think is the best solution
to stop further asylum seeker
tragedies and deaths at sea? Let us
know what you think. Go to NiE
online and take a poll.
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