
WE LIVE in a country with many distinct
and diverse natural environments.
Fortunately throughout Australia there

are large areas of public land set aside to
protect these places of natural beauty.
In fact, around 4% of Australia’s land

area is designated as national parks. From
mountain ranges, deserts, forests, wind-
swept beaches and reefs you will find
national parks that provide opportunities
for everyone to experience, enjoy and
learn about their special qualities.
The purpose of national parks is to

preserve habitats, ecosystems, plants and
wildlife and protect areas sacred to Abori-
gines and Australia’s history. To conserve
these parcels of land commercial activities
such as farming are prohibited and human
activity is strictly monitored.
A number of other areas have been set

aside for the conservation of natural and
cultural heritage values including state
forests, nature parks and conservation
reserves.
Some national parks are close to pop-

ulated areas and easily accessible while
others may be in more remote regions.
The Australian tourism industry promotes
national parks as the cornerstone of tou-
rism.

Looking after national parks
MOST national parks across Australia are
managed by individual state or territory
government agencies or the Federal Go-
vernment.
In some cases national parks are jointly

managed with their traditional owners.
National Parks Services throughout
Australia employ scientists, technical
officers, rangers, field officers, Abori-
ginal sites officers, legal officers,

administrative and clerical officers,
engineers, archeologists, architects,
librarians, pilots and crew, trades
people, interpretive people and media
people to carry out the jobs to man-
age our national parks. The roles of
national parks staff include wildlife
and flora surveys, pest species control,
threatened species recovery actions, fire
management, historic research, working
with the community on land care, urban
runoff and tourism projects.

Word wall
Biodiversity: The variety of all living things.
Ecosystem: A community of plants and
animals and the interactions that occur
between them and their surrounding envi-
ronment.
Habitat: The specific place in which a plant
or animal lives.
Historic heritage: Gives a record of how
people have lived and what the land has been
used for in the past.

Did you know?
September is Biodiversity Month held each
year to promote the importance of protect-
ing, conserving and improving biodiversity
within Australia.

Places of protection

NATURAL FACTS
● Australia has over 500 national
parks.
● Over 28 million ha of land is
designated as national parkland.
● Australia's first national park, south
of Sydney in New South Wales, now
known as the Royal National Park, was
proclaimed on April 26,1879.

HAVE you ever come across a word in
the newspaper that you haven’t seen
before or don’t know what it means?
This week’s word is LABYRINTH
Definition: a complex or intricate
situation.

What’s Online
TAKE A TOUR It is possible to take a
tour of some of Australia’s national
parks without actually visiting them.
Online you can find virtual tours which
are simulations of a location, usually
composed of a sequence of video or
still images. Visit
www.environment.gov.au/heritage
/places/national/royal-park
/virtual-tour/index.html for a tour of
the Royal National Park in New South
Wales.

WORDY NEWS Take it from the top
AUSTRALIA is home to some of the
most incredible national parks with
amazing diversity, scenery and flora
and fauna.
Here is the top 10:
1: Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park
2: Great Sandy National Park
3: Kakadu National Park
4: Port Campbell National Park
5: Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair
National Park
6: Nambung National Park (and the
Pinnacles)
7: Purnululu National Park (and the
Bungle Bungles)
8: Daintree National Park (and
Cape Tribulation)
9: Freycinet National Park
10: Kosciuszko National Park

News in the spotlight
DISCUSS the following topic and let
us know what you think:
The department of Environment
and Heritage Protection will almost
certainly ignore a vulnerable frog
habitat and fill in a waterhole in the
Burrum National Park.
The Fraser Coast Chronicle has
revealed the wallum froglet lives in
the waterhole and the local Rural
Fire Service says the water is vital
in fighting a park fire.
Doug Waters dug the hole three
years ago and can’t see what the
fuss is about.
“It’s silly to go to so much effort
for something that’s not affecting
anyone,” he said. “The frogs use it
and the firies want it.”
Department of National Parks,
Recreation, Sport and Racing
executive director Neil Cambourn
said the hole was illegal and
needed to be returned to its original
state.

Share your opinion
LET us know what you think. Go
to NiE online and take a poll.
Should the hole be filled

in?

CHECK IT
OUT

CHECK IT
OUT

Who was named as 2013
Australian Father of the

Year?
1

Which singer caused
controversy at the MTV Video

Music Awards for her cringeworthy
performance?

2

Quizzical
Each week we will
test your knowledge on

what’s been happening in the
news. The answers to the
questions can be found

on NiE online.

Quizzical
Each week we will
test your knowledge on

what’s been happening in the
news. The answers to the
questions can be found

on NiE online.

NEXT
WEEK:

NiExtension –
The Sporting
Scene

NEXT
WEEK:

NiExtension –
The Sporting
Scene

In which country did UN
inspectors brave sniper fire

to gather evidence of a
chemical weapons attack?

3

National parks play a vital role in preserving our country’s environment

User: Paul.Stuart Time: 09-04-2013 11:24 Product: SSH PubDate: 03-09-2013 Zone: All Edition: Main Page: SHARED_14 Color: CMYK


