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in areas that suit them best, depending
on water availability and climate condi-
tions. After tending fields and pastures,
planting seeds, feeding stock, harvesting,
mustering and all the other steps in-
volved in producing the primary source,
the farmer sends it on its way, ready for
the secondary stage of production.
The bulk of products you use go

through this stage of manufacture before
reaching you.

What’s on show?
Every year millions of people throughout
Australia attend agricultural shows.
An agricultural show is a public event

showcasing the agricultural scene with a
diverse range of animals and produce on
exhibition, machinery and equipment,
competitions such as wood chopping,
animal judging and equestrian events,
art and craft displays, cooking demon-
strations, show bags, fireworks and other
entertainment.
The first agricultural show in Australia

was in Sydney. It started in
1823 to showcase the
state’s agriculture and
local industry.
What’s happening at

your local show
this year?
Check it out.

DID YOU KNOW?
◗ Australian farms and the industries
that support them generate more than
$405 billion each year.
◗ Aquaculture is the farming of
freshwater and marine plants and
animals.
◗ Current projections show that
farming production worldwide will
need to double in the next 40 years to
sustain the world’s population.

A national celebration
AUSTRALIAN farmers literally grow
our future and play a key role in
sustaining the Australian way of life
and the economy.
The Australian Year of the Farmer
2012 is a year-long celebration of the
vital role agriculture plays in
providing food, clothing and building
supplies for us. It is a year where we
can recognise and appreciate the
fresh food and quality materials our
farmers produce.
So why are we celebrating?
Australian farmers are among the
best and most efficient in the world
and it is important we highlight this.
Nine specially designed exhibition
vehicles will be working in each state
and territory to help showcase the
Australian Year of the Farmer by
drawing attention to the essential
contribution of farming to Australia’s
economy, culture and lifestyle.
The Australian Year of the Farmer
Roadshow’s semi-trailer and
four-wheel drives with trailers will
attend more than 300 events
throughout the country. They will
cover a combined distance of
56,000km visiting agricultural shows,
field days, industry events, food and
wine festivals, rodeos, sporting
events, music and cultural festivals.
They will entertain and educate all
ages with their displays and
truckloads of fun activities.
LINK: www.yearofthefarmer.com.au.

WHAT’S NEWS

GO ONLINE by visiting your
newspaper’s website. You’ll find the
address on the front page.
Look for the NiE logo at the top of
the page and click. This will link you
to APN’s NiE webpage.

Focus on farming
Where do all the products we use
every day come from? The food you
eat and clothes you wear often start
their journey at a farm. Discover
more about agriculture in Australia
and why it’s such an important
industry by doing this week’s
activities.
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QUIZ TIME
Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE
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Do we really appreciate what it takes to keep us all fed, clothed
and sheltered? Between the paddock and the stores, livestock
and crop farmers produce the food and fibre for our daily lives.

WHEN you take a spoonful of food from
your plate or slip on your favourite shirt,
do you ever wonder how it got to be
there? Probably not.
Most of us don’t think about what has

gone on between the paddock and the
retail outlets where we purchase the
products that eventually end up in our
homes.
Stop and think about how agriculture

affects your life and learn more about the
amazing work Australian farmers do.

What is agriculture?
Agriculture comprises activities for pro-
ducing animal and plant products essen-
tial in satisfying human needs for food,
fibre and shelter.
It is the science of working the land to

raise plants and animals for human use.
The different forms of agriculture pro-
duce products and services that aid hu-
man health, recreation and leisure. Agri-
culture makes significant contributions to
Australian society, history and culture at
a local, national and international level.
It helps our economy and creates em-

ployment opportunities.
Agriculture includes many different

technologies, arts and sciences and re-
quires specialised knowledge and skills
from many disciplines.

Where it all starts?
Many of the products we use begin their
journey at one of the 136,000 farms across
the country. It may be a crop grown in a
field, or an animal raised as livestock. It is
the farmer who produces
these raw materials that
are sent from the farm to
a place of manufacture to
be transformed into a
product. In Australia,
different types of
farming are found

Agriculture on show

WHY has Peter Slipper
been in the news?1

WHY is a teenager suing
a classmate from the

Somerset College on the Gold
Coast?

3

WHICH iconic London
landmark may be given

the name Elizabeth Tower to
mark the Queen’s 60-year reign?

2
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