
Aussie advancesAussie advances

Inventors and Innovators
Wi-Fi, the Betacheck Blood Glucose
Monitor, dual-flush toilets, spray-on
skin for burns victims and baby safety
capsules are just a few of the
inventions created by clever
Australians trying to solve problems.
With the help of the Powerhouse
Museum, you can read about them in
a new inspiring book – Australia’s
Greatest Inventions & Innovations –
released by Random House Australia
last week.
Each invention is presented with
full-colour photos, an
attention-grabbing problem
description and a cheat’s guide to the
keywords.
*To see some of the objects in the
book, visit the Powerhouse Museum
in Sydney or search the collection
online at powerhousemuseum.com.

Jelly turns 85
Iconic Aussie brand Aeroplane Jelly
turned 85 this year. It was first
manufactured by a Sydney Tram
driver who made jelly crystals in his
bath tub and sold them on his route.
The catchy “I like Aeroplane Jelly”
jingle was apparently used as an
unofficial password for Australian
soldiers during the Vietnam war.
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Go online by visiting your
newspaper’s website. You’ll find the
address on the front page. Look for
the NiE logo at the top of the page
and click! This will link you to APN’s
NiE webpage.

What a great idea
Have you ever wondered about those
who came up with some of the great
ideas out there? Do you know why
some inventions were invented? Can
you match the inventor with the
invention? Challenge yourself and

find out more in this
week’s online
activities.
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Which team
won the Grand

final of the AFL?
(Aussie Rules)
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QUIZ TIME
Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE

online.
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Which country won the
T20 World Cup cricket in

Sri Lanka?

3

Which team
won the Grand

Final of the NRL?
(Rugby League)
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“NECESSITY… is the mother of inven-
tion.” – Plato
Inventions arise in many ways and as
Plato suggested, usually out of necessity.
Inventions come about in response to a
problem or following the identification of
a need, want or opportunity. Inventive or
innovative processes involve creative
thinking and problem-solving skills that
may lead to the design and development
of new products or modification of exist-
ing products. Some are planned through
research and investigation while others
happen by chance.
For a country with a relatively small
population, Australians have generated
an amazing number of awesome inven-
tions and innovations that have improved
lives and made jobs simpler and quicker
all around the world.
Before European settlement, Abori-
gines, in order to survive and thrive,
needed to be creative in coming up with
solutions to problems. They used what
was available to them to develop tools
such as boomerangs and woomeras to
help them hunt more efficiently and
effectively. Since then many clever Aus-
sies have come up with bright ideas and
awe-inspiring advances.

Protect your invention
In 1972 an electrician Frank Bannigan
built himself a four outlet power board to
help with his work. He decided that other
people would find a power board useful
so his company Kambrook was making
and selling thousands of them. However
because he didn’t protect his invention
through a patent others copied Banni-
gan’s idea and he lost millions of dollars.
A patent protects new technology for a
period of time (20 years) by legally giving
the owner the exclusive right to “com-
mercially exploit” their invention. It stops
others from making, selling or importing
the patented invention without per-

mission from the owner. It is

recommended that if you have a new idea
for a product, to apply for a patent
through the Australian Government’s IP
Department.

Author in spotlight
It started in the basement of a museum –
a chance to look and play
with hundreds of interest-
ing artefacts. It grew into a
fascination to find out why
people came up with ideas
for new creations. That’s
what inspired writer Chris-
topher Cheng to co-write
the book Australia’s Great-
est Inventions and Innovations. The
former teacher, zoo educator, children’s
author and ambassador for the 2012
National Year of Reading, was amazed by
the objects collected by the Powerhouse
Museum in Sydney. Chris culled the
number of inventions he wrote about
from hundreds to 45.
Q: Chris, what problem would you like
solved?
A: An invention to solve the
world’s food shortage.

SMART COOKIES
Inventors are those ingenious people
who design gadgets and gizmos that
are useful, add quality to our lives and
make it easier, safer and more fun.
They are individuals or teams who
come from all walks of life that have a
new idea or improve an existing item.
However, the process of advancing an
idea from a notion, to a prototype, to
an economically marketable item is
difficult, complex and often very
expensive. Most inventions can only be
achieved with help from others and
must pass through the manufacturing,
packaging, advertising and marketing
and sales steps before hitting the
shelves.

Awesome breakthroughs have improved many
lives and made our jobs much simpler
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