
It’s a dog’s life
Man’s best friend always there to help make our lives better
CONSIDERED to be man’s best friend,
most dogs are kept as pets – a beloved
four-legged member of the family that
sleeps in the house, takes the periodic
walk and lives a life of doggie-luxury.
However there is a group of canines
that earn their treats and deserve worthy
recognition – the working dog.
Dogs have held jobs for centuries help-
ing humans in various ways. Many
breeds of dogs were originally created
for the express purpose of performing a
task from hunting to entertaining.
The following list is an outline of the
versatility of dogs and the ways they
assist people.
Assistance dogs: all work to improve the
lives of their human companions and
allow them to live more independently.
Eg. hearing dogs, guide dogs, seizure
alert dogs, mobility assistance dogs.
Therapy dogs:- provide a calming pre-
sence in hospitals, nursing homes and in
other stressful situations.
Search and rescue dogs: can detect the
scent of missing individuals through the
wilderness, in hazardous weather, debris
and even underwater.
Their ability to smell particles of hu-
man scent allow them to track the air as
well as the ground and locate people,
both living and dead.
Farm dogs: work alongside humans driv-
ing various kinds of livestock including
cattle and sheep.
Sled dogs: used to explore impassable
terrain in early expeditions to the poles
and as transport in snow-covered areas.
Hunting dogs: used for hunting with
humans these dogs run down the

prey or flush it for the hunter.
Fearless and feisty small breeds like
terriers are also used to help keep the
land free from pests.
Guard dogs: used to guard just about
anything and keep the surroundings safe
by barking to ward off danger.
Sniffer Dogs: use their keen sense of
smell to detect everything – from bombs
to bedbugs to contraband.
Police dogs: play many rolls including
enforcing public order, detection as well
as search and rescue.
War dogs: serve alongside soldiers in
conflict and peace-keeping missions and
are used for many purposes such as
running messages, guarding perimeters,
attack work, detection and boosting
moral.
Racing dogs: involves dogs running
around a track or obstacle course.
Show dogs: well groomed canines that
have to be on their best behaviour in the
ring to be named the best.
Entertainment Dogs: on television and at
the movies, these dogs entertain us.

FUN FACTS
● Dogs are capable of understanding
up to 250 words and gestures.
● The wetness of a dog’s nose is
essential for determining what
direction a smell is coming from.
● Dogs have sweat glands in between
their paws.
● The saying ‘it’s a dog’s life’ means
that life is hard and unpleasant.

HAVE you ever come across a word
in the newspaper that you haven’t
seen before, or don’t know what it
means?
This week’s word is ALTERCATION
Definition: A heated or angry

dispute; argument, fight or
controversy.
Found in the news:

What’s Online
Online you can find some great
footage about working dogs. Here
are a couple of sites to check out:
www.abc.net.au/landline/
content/2013/s3722535.htm
www.youtube.com/watch?v=
6j9X3Fnswmo
www.abc.net.au/btn/story/
s3491982.htm
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Stay Where You Are And
Then Leave
IF THERE is one book I suggest you
pick up and read this year it is John
Boyne’s Stay Where You Are and
Then Leave. The author of the award
winning novel
The Boy in the
Striped
Pyjamas has
once again
brought us a
heart-warming
story about
life through
the eyes of a
child during
wartime. The
day the First
World War broke out changed
five-year-old Alfie’s life. With his
father away fighting, the young boy
goes on a journey to find answers.
Published by Doubleday /Random
House Australia. Reviewed by
Robyn Courtney

News in the Spotlight
DISCUSS the following topic and let
us know what you think.
Dog Attack
TWO children who were attacked by
a Rottweiler on Sunday were used
to big dogs, but would probably
have a fear of them now. Michael, 5,
was checking the mail at his
grandparents’ home when he was
attacked by an unfamiliar Rottweiler
about 9.15am. His grandmother
heard the kids screaming and
rushed to get the dog off. Michael
suffered deep bites to his arms and
back, and possibly a punctured
lung. Seven-year-old Georgia, tried
to help by getting their
Staffordshire terrier, Coco to
distract the aggressive dog, but the
dog turned on her in the process
and bit her on the face. The pair
were taken to Royal Children’s
Hospital where Michael underwent
surgery and Georgia received a few
stitches. Both are in a stable
condition.

In Your Opinion
LET us know what you think. Go to
NiE online and post your comment.
What dog ownership rules and
regulations do you think might
help avoid such an

incident?
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WHAT job was Greg Pickering
doing when he was working

off the coast of Western Australia,
when he was attacked by a white
pointer shark?

1

QUIZ TIME
Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE

online.
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WHICH member of the British
Royal family attended the

Australian Navy's centenary
celebrations and Fleet Review
held in Sydney recently?

3

WHICH company is under fire
after a particular swear word

was discovered in its popular Aussie
Animals Activity and Collector's
Album?

2

User: Paul.Stuart Time: 10-14-2013 12:23 Product: SSH PubDate: 15-10-2013 Zone: All Edition: Main Page: SHARED_14 Color: CMYK


