
SCIENCE has an impact on our lives –
every single day. Everything we use
from technology to the medicine we take
to manage illnesses all came about be-
cause of the work of scientists.
Australia, despite its short industrial-

ised history and relatively small pop-
ulation, has generated a wealth of scien-
tific expertise involving ground-breaking
and innovative research, scientific in-
ventions and discoveries. In fact, Austra-
lia has produced many of the world’s top
scientists who have achieved interna-
tional recognition for their work, in-
cluding Nobel Prize winners. These
prizes honour those who have made an
important contribution to science.

CSIRO
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation is one of the
most comprehensive and well-known
scientific organisations in the world.
CSIRO has now been established for
almost 80 years. CSIRO has been at the
forefront of some of the most extraordin-
ary technological and scientific advances
in the world. From the development of
advanced agricultural systems to science
underpinning the protection of wildlife
and the environment, to new metallurgy
processes, the discovery of galaxies, the
development of the lifesaving anti-in-
fluenza drug and even the creation of
Aerogard insect repellent.

National Science Week
National Science Week is an an-

nual nationwide celebration of Australian
achievements and capabilities in science.
This year it is scheduled for August 10-18.
Each year a National Science Week
theme for schools is chosen to encourage
younger people to consider and connect to
studies. The schools’ theme for 2013 is A
Century of Australian Science.

Australian scientists
The world we live in today would be a
different place if it weren’t for the amazing
discoveries of scientists. Some of the most
important ideas, research and experiments
have been achieved by Australian men and
women working across a broad range of
scientific fields such as biology, physics,
astronomy and chemistry. View their sto-
ries on www.abc.net.au/catalyst/sto-
ries/2342479.htm.
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HAVE you ever come across a word
in the newspaper that you haven’t
seen before or don’t know what it
means?
This week’s word is
VACCINATION
Definition – the act of
introducing into the body an agent
that acts as a preventive measure
to a disease.

What’s online
TWENTY-THREE years after it
vanished from our TV screens,
science program the Curiosity
Show is making a comeback.
From July 12 the series – began
broadcasting via its own YouTube
channel.

WORDY NEWS
NATIONAL Health and Physical
Education Day, Wednesday,
September 4 is an initiative from the
Australian Council for Health,
Physical Education and Recreation.
The day is designed to recognise the
positive changes being made in
schools to improve childhood health.
It’s rewarding – your school could
win $5000 for getting your students
outside and active on National H&PE
Day. For more information on how
your school can win $5000, earn
heaps of extra funding and take part
in National H&PE Day, call
1300 733 788 or request an info kit
today at schoolfunrun.com.au.
Register your school before August
16.

News in the Spotlight
EVER wondered how to clean
elephants’ teeth?
Students from Casino High found
out at a Science Expo Open Day.
Under the guidance of National
Indigenous Science Education
Program director Joanne Jamie of
Macquarie University, students
learnt how to make elephant
toothpaste.
“You take some bleach and add
some colour,” one student
explained.
“Then you add the potassium
iodide and get ready to watch it
foam up.”
There were plenty of other science
demonstrations including the traffic
light experiment.
“With the traffic light experiment
we mix sodium hydroxide, glucose
and indigo carmine,” second year
Macquarie university student said.
“The oxygen in the mix reacts
and changes colour from yellow,
to red, to green.”
GO TO NIE ONLINE FOR SOME
MORE EXPERIMENTS
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WHAT date will the Federal
Election be held?1

WHAT form of two-wheeled,
self-balancing vehicle has

recently been approved by the
Queensland Government?
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Quizzical
Each week we will
test your knowledge on

what’s been happening in the
news. The answers to the
questions can be found

on NiE online.
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DID YOU KNOW?
● The first female Australian Nobel
Prize winner was Professor Elizabeth
Blackburn who won her Nobel Prize in
2009 for her work investigating
chromosomes and the discovery of an
enzyme named telomerase. Telomerase
is critical to the regeneration of cells in
the body. The discovery will aid
learning about aging and the disease
process.
● Twelve Australians have received the
prestigious Nobel awards, 11 for science
and one for literature. Seven of the 11
prizes awarded to scientists were for
physiology or medicine.

WHAT type of food was
created by scientists in a
university laboratory?
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