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Information overload
There is lots of information out there, but how good is it? It’s
best to check the author’s subject expertise before relying on it
WE LIVE in a society where we can find
information easily from lots of sources.
There are many channels or tools that
store, deliver and communicate this
information.
Knowing how to use these numerous
sources well is an important skill in this
age of information overload.

Reliable Information

WORDY NEWS
HAVE you ever come across a word in
the newspaper that you haven’t seen
before or don’t know what it means?
This week’s word is HYPERSONIC
Definition:- ( adj) concerned with or
having a velocity of at least five times
that of sound in the same medium
under the same conditions.

What’s Online
NiE online is an integral part of the
program and provides extra
information and resources that
support this page. Go online by
visiting your newspaper’s website.
You’ll find the address on the front
page. Look for the NiE logo at the top
of the page and click.

How did you come across the information? Did you hear it from media sources
such as the newspaper, radio, watch it on
television or an online video clip, or read
about it on the internet?
Or did a friend communicate via email,
a network or some form of social media?
When you hear or find some information, it is sensible to ask whether it is a
good source.
What we hear, see or read may not
always be true or correct so it is a good
idea to evaluate the source of information. The guidelines below can help you.
● Who is the author or publisher?
Are they an expert on the topic? Nonfiction books and websites usually have
information about the author. Publishers
produce, print and distribute books.
Some publishers specialise in certain
topics, or have a good reputation.
If you can’t find out who the author or
the publisher is and what their experience of the topic is, then you probably
shouldn’t use their work.
● How well written is it?
Is it grammatically correct? Are
there spelling errors? Any work

TIPS
If you are using any type of source, it is
a good idea to record when it was
produced and where you got it from.
This means that you can always go
back to it if you need to.
that is full of mistakes is not a good
source to use.
● Are there references to other sources? Is there a list of reliable information
sources provided? Can you go to these
sources to check the information?
● How current is the information?
Check when the information was
produced.
If it is more than five years old, look
for more recent sources to see if the
information is still current and correct.

What is an infographic?
Infographics is short for information
graphics. They are visual representations of information and/or data.
Infographics provide information at a
glance and are commonly used in signs,
maps, newspapers, television news, and
textbooks.
Scientists, geographers and statisticians also use them to make it easier to
explain and communicate information
by using tools such as graphs and diagrams.
● Have a look at your newspaper for
any infographics. What do they contain
or show?

QUIZ TIME

Each week we will
test your knowledge
on what’s been
happening in the
news. For the
answers visit NiE
online.

Who was the winner of the
television show Australia’s
Got Talent?
Which Australian iconic,
man-made landmark
turned 40 this year?
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Which country was
devastated by super
Typhoon Haiyan?

Make a Lava Lamp
You will need: An empty soft drink
bottle with cap, or clear jar with a lid;
Vegetable oil; Alka-Seltzer tablet
(remember these are a medicine, do
not ingest.); Food colouring; Water
What to do:
Fill the container about ¾ full with
vegetable oil.
Fill the rest of the container with
water (nearly to the top but not
overflowing).
Add about 10-15 drops of food
colouring so the water is a nice deep
vibrant colour.
Break an Alka-Seltzer tablet into
6-8 pieces.
Drop one of the Alka-Seltzer pieces
into the bottle/container.
When the fizzing stops add another
piece. Then another
When all the Alka-Seltzer tablet is
in and the bubbling has stopped, put
the lid on the container and tip it back
and forth. Watch the wave and blobs
develop and combine. Shake the
bottle/container. What happens?

News in the Spotlight
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CHECK IT
OUT

NEXT
WEEK’S
TOPIC:

NiExtension –
Career
Pathways

Discuss the following topic and let us
know what you think.
The National Broadband Network is
Australia’s first national
wholesale-only, open access
communications network that was
being built to bring high-speed
broadband and telephone services
within the reach of all Australian
premises. However the rollout of the
NBN to towns across regional Qld and
northern NSW is in doubt after
changes to rollout maps.

In Your Opinion
Do you think this is fair?
Let us know what you think. Go to
NiE online and post your
comment.

