
BOOKS have been around for hundreds
of years. Today there are books available
in printed and electronic formats for
everyone, for different age groups, tastes
and areas of interest.
There’s fiction, non-fiction, reference,

textbooks, picture books, poetry, scientif-
ic, medical, professional, educational –
any kind of book you can imagine.
We only have to take advantage of

them. The importance of books and
reading should never be underestimated.

Book week
EACH year, the Children’s Book Council
of Australia recognises the literary and
artistic skills of Australian authors and
illustrators in their annual Book Week
Awards. Schools and libraries all over
Australia provide a guide to some of the
best books and carry out activities based
on the theme “read across the universe”
in the week August 17–23.
From the hundreds of entries received

in the CBCA Book Week Awards, the
judges have chosen the best books in
each of five categories:
● Older Readers – Sea Hearts, by Margo
Lanagan
● Younger Readers – Children of the
King, by Sonya Hartnett
● Early Childhood – The Terrible Suit-
case, by Emma Allen, illustrated by
Freya Blackwood
● Picture Books –The Coat, by Ron
Brooks, illustrated by Julie Hunt
● Eve Pownall Award for Information
Books – Tom the Outback Mailman, by
Kristin Weidenbach, illustrated by
Timothy Ide.

Choosing the right book
THERE are things that make you want to
pick up a book.
The “right book”:

● has a print size that is easy to read
● is about a topic that is interesting
● is from a series/author you have read
and liked
● has a front/back cover that looks in-
teresting
● has the perfect amount of pictures
● has a reading level in a good range for
me (not too hard, not too easy).

Extreme reading giveaway
THANKS to publishers Random House
Australia, we have a bundle of books to
give away.
This is your chance to win books for
your school. Send us a photo of your class
reading their favourite books in an unusual
setting. Send your photos to robyn.court-
ney@apn.com.au.
Make sure you have a caption to go with
the photo, your class, name of school and
school address.
For more information go to NiE online
by visiting your newspaper’s website.
Look for the NiE logo at the top of
the page and click!

It’s that time of the year again when we
celebrate all things brilliant and wonderful
about books and highlight the enjoyment
and importance of reading.

Hook a book

HAVE you ever come across a
word in the newspaper that you
haven’t seen before or don’t know
what it means?
This week’s word is:
BLITZ
Definition – an intensive attack
or concerted effort.

What’s online
Photographs can make amazing
prompts for storytelling. Storybird
is an online site that helps you
create, read and share visual
stories and encourages writing
from fantastic picture prompts.
www.storybird.com.

WORDY NEWS
Prime Minister’s Literary
Awards 2013
THESE awards celebrate the
country’s best works in fiction,
poetry, non-fiction, history, young
adult and children’s fiction
published in 2012.
The winners of this year’s literary
awards are selected from a list of 29
shortlisted entries across the six
categories. The Prime Minister
encourages all Australians to read
not only the winners but also the
shortlisted entries that represent the
most creative and engaging writing
in Australia today.
Check it out –
www.arts.gov.au/shortlists.

News in the spotlight
Students hang on author’s
every word
STUDENTS were entertained by
Australian children’s author Morris
Gleitzman, who is on a tour to
promote his latest book, Extra Time.
The author, who has 34 children’s
books and a string of awards under
his belt, entertained the children
with humourous stories and
answered their questions.
“It was a great event,” Mr
Gleitzman said.
“I like multi-school events
because all the kids are trying to
out-do each other with their
articulate, intelligent, well-thought-
out questions and they’re cheeky, so
it’s lots of fun.”
Extra Time is about a 14-year-old
county boy, who is discovered
playing soccer among the cattle and
whisked away to a high profile
sporting career in Europe.
Mr Gleitzman said: “Young
readers are fast readers: so it is
important to ‘be out there’ to
gauge their early responses
to the book.”
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What special international day
was celebrated on August 13

representing 10% of the population?
1

What are the two major
political parties in Australian

government?

2

Quizzical
Each week we will
test your knowledge on

what’s been happening in the
news. The answers to the
questions can be found

on NiE online.
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READWITH PURPOSE
● Set yourself a reasonable target, for
example, finish the book in a month.
● Set aside time every day or every
week to read.
● Find a book dealing with a subject of
particular interest to you and commit to
reading it.
● Pick a comfortable spot to read in –
one with plenty of light.

Which AFL club is facing
charges based on the

Australian Sports Anti-Doping
Authority’s interim report into
the club’s 2012 supplement
program?

3
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