
What is CSG?
COAL seam gas (CSG) is a
form of natural gas trapped
in underground coal seams
by water and ground pres-
sure. The coal and gas are
formed from plant matter
under pressure over many
millions of years.
CSG is a mixture of a

number of gases, but is
mostly made up of methane
(about 95-97%) which is why
the term Coal Bed Methane
(CBM) is sometimes used.
The gas is in the open

fractures between the coal
(called cleates) and the
inside of the pores within
the coal (the matrix).
Extracting CSG
COAL seam gas is extract-
ed by drilling a well verti-
cally through rock strata
until reaching the coal
seam. Coal seams at depths

of 300-1000 metres,
store both gas and
water. The water,
which is under
pressure from
the weight of
overlying rock
material,
holds the gas
in place.
When the

water pres-
sure is reduced
the gas is re-
leased.
In the extraction

process, the water
pressure is reduced
when a well is drilled into a
coal seam and the water is
gradually pumped out of
the seam.
This allows the gas to

flow to the surface. The gas
is then piped to processing
facilities where it is dried,

compressed and fed into
commercial pipelines. It
can then be used for cook-
ing and heating as well as
in industrial processes and
electricity generation.

Is it a poisonous, dangerous and devastating resource or a much
needed energy supply? Whatever side of the fence individuals,
governments, business organisations or community groups sit
on, coal seam gas is an interesting topic on the agenda.

COAL SEAM GAS

HAVE you come across a word in the
newspaper you don’t know the
meaning of? This week’s word is
ADVOCATES
Definition: (verb) to speak or write
in favour of; support or urge by
argument; recommend publicly

News in the spotlight
DISCUSS the following topic and let
us know what you think.
ANTI-coal seam gas campaigner

Gordon Fraser-Quick is attempting to
register a political party in the
run-up to the Federal Election.
Mr Fraser-Quick said the Stop CSG

Party already had 1800 members in
every state and territory.
“The purpose of the party is to

stop CSG in Australia by making
changes to legislation,” the party’s
constitution reads.
In Your Opinion
LET us know what you
think. Go to NiE online
and take the poll. Will
the CSG Party be
successful in winning
seats in the
Federal
Election?
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Kill the Music by Nancy Kunze
Published by Random House
Australia

MOST people would love to be
Lorna Powell, travelling the globe
with her brother and his
mega-famous band. Then again,
most people don't realise just how
annoying four handsome rock stars
can be. A new home and a new
school seem like the start of a
normal life – until Lorna overhears
a chilling plot to silence the band
forever. Soon Lorna is drawn into a
frantic attempt to identify the killer
before they strike. But it's not easy
to track suspects around the world
when she's got homework to do
and secrets to protect. And when
gorgeous lead singer Marius starts
to act strangely, Lorna wonders if
she's had the wrong idea all along.

What’s Online
FOR more information about coal
seam gas, have a look at the
following websites and links.
Remember to look at both sides of
the story.
● www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v
=qJfAeg5ze7Y
● www.youtube.com/watch?v
=l5m7HU_96sI&feature=player
_embedded
● www.youtube.com/
watch?feature=player_
embedded&v=e_

T9mxfVgcs
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WHO was the winner of the
television show, The Voice?1

WHAT is making its annual
northern migration past the

Northern New South Wales
coast?

3

WHAT was the score
between the Socceroos

and Iraq in the World Cup
qualifier last week?

2

Quizzical
Each week we will
test your knowledge on

what’s been happening in the
news. The answers to the
questions can be found

on NiE online.
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COAL seam gas continues to gain attention and generate controversy. Drilling for CSG has
sparked many debates with opposing groups stating their case for and against.

Against
● Large amounts of water are used and
wasted in the extraction of the gas.
●Waste water from the process contains
large amounts of salt and other
contaminants.
● Mining is happening on good farming
land and will impact on Australia’s food
production.
● Chemical leakage contaminates the
land.
● Reports of health issues in areas of
high intensity coal seam gas production.

For
● It has opened up new energy reserves
by making it economically viable to
extract natural gas from coal seams.
● Gas-fired power stations create less
than half the greenhouse gas emissions
of equivalent sized coal-fired power
station.
● The industry creates many new jobs.
● Creates economic benefits for the state
and national governments.

● Helps meet the increasing demands
on energy resources.

FOR AND AGAINST

Gordon
Fraser-
Quick.
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