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HAVE you ever come across a word in
the newspaper that you haven’t seen
before or don’t know what it means?
This week’s word is SUBSIDISE
Definition: to give a grant or
contribution of money towards.

News in the Spotlight
Discuss the following topic and let us
know what you think.
Horsing Around
The scandal in Europe over
substitution of horse meat for beef
has generated widespread media
coverage as well as the inevitable
questions over whether it happens in
Australia.
While the Australian Meat Industry
Council said there were a number of
controls and check-measures in the
manufacturing process around
potential species substitution, in
other countries horse meat is
considered a part of traditional
cuisine.

In Your Opinion
Is there anything wrong with eating
horse meat?
Let us know what you think. Go to
NiE online and post your comment.

WORDY NEWS

CHECK IT
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Who won the reality
television series of The

Block All Stars?
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QUIZ TIME
Each week we will test your
knowledge on what’s been
happening in the news.
For the answers
visit NiE
online.
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What date is Easter Sunday
this year? When was the
last full moon?

Last week, Prime Minister
Julia Gillard offered an

apology to victims of what?
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CEREMONIES have a
place of special importance
in society and can help
define a culture, giving
groups of people or in-
dividuals a sense of who
they are.
Ceremonies are part and
parcel of our society, mark-
ing significant moments in
our lives, for example,
birthday, graduation, re-
tirement, death and mar-
riage.
Some ceremonial perfor-
mances are seen as the
core of cultural life and
may have a physical dis-
play or theatrical compo-
nent including a song,
dance or procession. Cere-
monies may include obser-
vances based on religion or
political organization, most
of which are steeped in
symbolism helping to put
more understanding and
meaning into lives.
The concept or idea
around which a ceremony
is built may differ but
ultimately the reason is the
same – to recognise the
significance of an occasion.

A Range of Ceremonies
Core of Cultural Life
A LARGE and important
part of Aboriginal culture
are the ceremonies often
conducted in the form
of song and dance,

Throughout the world, ceremonies are held commemorating
something special. These rituals signify the importance of a situation
according to religious, spiritual or traditional beliefs and customs.

Ceremonies
FACTS

◗ Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full
moon which happens on or after March 21
◗ How did Easter get its name? It’s believed by some
that it was named after the Goddess of Spring, Eostre,
who brought the sun that died in winter and was born
again in spring.

mon practice to toss new-
born babies off the side of a
15m tall temple.
This ritual is believed to
strengthen the children,
give them good luck well
into adulthood, as well as
courage and intelligence.
The babies do not actually
fall to the ground, as fol-
lowers are standing by
with a large sheet to catch
them.
Lighting the Way
IN JAPAN, Obon is an
annual Buddhist event for
commemorating one’s
ancestors.
It is believed that each
year during Obon, the
ancestors’ spirits return to
this world visit their rela-
tives. Traditionally, lan-
terns are hung in front of
houses to guide the ances-
tors’ spirits.
Obon dances (bon odori)
are performed, graves are
visited and food offerings
are made at house altars
and temples.

storytelling and the display
of body decoration and
ceremonial objects. The
ceremonies are connected
to the Ancestral Beings
and Dreamtime or creation
period. An example is the
“smoking ceremony”
where various native
plants are collected and
used to produce smoke
believed to have cleansing
properties and the ability
to ward off bad spirits.
Easter Rituals
PART of the Christian
religious calendar is to
celebrate both the death
and resurrection of Jesus
Christ over a four-day
period. Easter time is rich
with traditions. Many of
the rituals are universal to
the Christian world. Hot
Cross Buns have a cross on
top as a symbol of Christ.
Eggs, symbols of new life,
are often given as gifts
Welcome to the World
AT A Muslim shrine
in India, it is
com-
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EGGCELLENT IDEA
THE egg is symbolic to Easter.
According to chefs and professional
cooks, there are more than 100 ways
to cook eggs. Try cooking some up.
Scrambled Up
◗ 25g unsalted butter
◗ 6 eggs, lightly beaten
◗ 1/3 cup cream
◗ Salt and cracked black pepper
Melt the butter in a non-stick frying
pan over medium low heat. Place the
eggs, cream, salt and pepper in a
bowl and whisk lightly until combined.
Pour the egg mixture into the pan and
using a spatula, gently move the
mixture around the pan in a folding
motion for 2-3 minutes. Continue
cooking for 2-3 minutes, folding the
egg to fully incorporate until just set.
Serve scrambled eggs with hot toast.

What’s Online
YOUR local newspaper website is

keen to showcase and
celebrate the success of
students at school carnivals,
for their academic work or
hobbies through a new
initiative which will enable

parents,
teachers and
students to
share their
stories and
photos. There

are two ways to contribute:
Share a Photo – photo and
short caption or Share Your
Story – longer story with
photo. Both are promoted
on the home pages of your
newspaper’s website under
Most Popular Stories. To share
your news, you must first be
registered on our site so you
have your own login. Registration
is free.
Go online and help make the
news.
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