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THE Social Networking craze of
posting, poking, kikking and tweet-
ing in chat-rooms, virtual worlds
and blogs has become part of our
daily lives with an estimated 9.9
million Australians using online
services to stay in touch with
friends, make new friends or busi-
ness connections, share information
and opinions about topics and list
events. Social networking incorpo-
rates the online services that pro-
vide users with sites that facilitate
the building of social networks.
There are a variety of platforms
with features that allow individuals
to construct a public profile, view
their list of connections, upload
pictures, add multi-media content,
modify the look of the profile, post
blog entries, create groups and hold
discussions/forums. Social media is
a powerful communication tool and
there are many benefits of using it,
but there are also some dangers
associated with it.
Tips
Social networking is most likely to

be an everyday part of your life. It
provides you with many opportun-
ities to develop creative and commu-
nication skills in ways that are rele-
vant in school or at home. However,
with these opportunities come many
new choices. Here are some tips on
how to make positive and informed
choices when sharing online.
● Never tell anyone any personal
things about yourself or your family.
● Never give out your address or
phone number.
● Think before you post – assume
everything that you put on a social
networking site is permanent.
● Don’t post anything that you
wouldn’t be happy for your parents
or teacher to see. Once they are up
online they can be copied and post-

ed in other places where you can’t
get rid of them.
● Keep your passwords private and
don’t tell anyone, not even your best
friend.
● Don’t arrange to meet someone
that you have met online. Some
people may not be who they say
they are.
● Choose social networks carefully
– learn about and use the privacy
and security settings and find out if
the site monitors content that pe-
ople post.
● Report negative incidents.
● Be selective about who you accept
as friends.
● Be cautious when clicking on
links that you receive in messages.
Most Popular
As of August 2012, the top 10

social media sites according to the
number of users in Australia are as
follows:
● Facebook, 11,008,520
● YouTube, 11,000,000
● Blogspot, 4,010,000
● Linkedin, 2,200,000
● Twitter, 2,114,000
●Word Press, 1,600,000
● Tumblr, 1,200,000
● Trip Advisor, 1,060,000
● Flickr, 820,000
● Pinterest, 620,000

DID YOU KNOW
According to Nielsen research,
Australia’s web users are the
“world’s most prolific users of
social media”. We are at the
forefront of the social networking
craze, with our entire web-using
population, averaging seven hours
and 17 minutes per person a month
compared with a global average of
five-and-a-half hours.

To tweet or not to tweet
ACTOR, Russell Crowe, who is
currently filming the biblical epic
Noah in the US, brought out the
haters after he tweeted his support
for Barack Obama in the upcoming
presidential election.
Crowe’s show of support was too
much for some of his followers who
posted some unfavourable
remarks. Crowe went on the
defensive in response to the
tweets.
“I’m going to leave all the
abusive tweets up on my time line
because I think it tells its own
story” and “I’m 48 years old, a
taxpayer and a union member. I
don’t care if you don’t agree with
my opinion, I’m still going to have
my opinion.”

Not quite the bee’s knees
BEEKEEPERS in France are seeing
red after their colonies began
producing unsellable blue and
green honey.
The mystified apiculturalists did
some detective work and found the
bees were returning to their hives
smeared in unidentified coloured
substances, which turned out to be
the coating from chocolate M&M’s.
They then realised that the
brightly coloured sweets were
being processed at a factory
nearby. The bees were gorging on
the plant’s waste products and it
was this that was turning their
honey funny.
The company operating the
factory has now taken steps to
stop the bees gaining access to the
site and beekeepers are once more
hoping to taste sweet success.
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GO ONLINE by visiting your
newspaper’s website. You’ll
find the address on the front
page. Look for the NiE logo at
the top of the page and click.
This will link you to APN’s NiE
webpage.

Networking
YOU may be very familiar with
the world of social
networking but do you know
what terms like avatar,
collaboration, lurkers,
podcast and troll mean? This
week’s tasks focus on the
world of social media and
how it is fast becoming an
important part of our lives.

What is an
apiculturalist?1

QUIZ TIME
Each week we will test your
knowledge on what’s been
happening in the news.
For the answers
visit NiE
online.
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Which countries are
taking part in a

four-nations netball
tournament?

3

Who has been given a
life ban for doping and

stripped of seven Tour de
France titles?

2

Social media fast becoming part of our lives
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