
TASK TIME ONLINE 

   HISTORIC HAPPENINGS 
 

ACTIVITY 1 
Up in Smoke 
Volcanoes are a reminder of the power and unpredictability of the natural world and the devastation they 
can inflict on human lives. Throughout history there have been a number of volcanic eruptions that have 
destroyed communities and changed the landscape forever. 

 Read the following descriptions of volcanic eruptions and place them on the timeline. 
 Answer the questions about these historic events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Between March and May 2010, the volcano Eyjafjallajökull in Iceland spewed volcanic  
ash into the atmosphere, forming a thick, black cloud. The enormous ash-cloud wreaked 
travel chaos throughout Europe and the world, causing billions of Euros’ worth of damage. 
For several weeks flights were canceled or disrupted, major airports ground to a halt and  
international sporting events were cancelled. 
 

Nevado del Ruiz, an ice-cap volcano in Colombia, killed an estimated 25,000 people  
in1985 as a result of the volcanic mudflow that occurred after it erupted. When the hot  
ash hit the ice cap, it quickly melted and a huge flood of water rushed down the steep- 
sided volcano, picking up mud, ash, rocks and trees. The city of Armero, was totally  

destroyed, and a large proportion of the city’s 27,000 inhabitants were killed as they  
slept.  

 

The 1902 eruption of Mount Pelée on the Caribbean island of Martinique claimed the lives  
of more than 30,000 people. On the May 8, just over two weeks since the activity began,  
Mount Pelée erupted in dramatic fashion. A burning pyroclastic lava flow sped toward the  
city of St. Pierre, reaching it in under a minute, instantly destroying everything in its path.  
The population of 28,000 had been swollen by the influx of refugees, and almost nobody  
survived. On May 20 a second eruption of comparable force destroyed anything that had  
been left of St. Pierre 

When Krakatoa in Indonesia erupted in 1883, the noise and the shock waves were recorded  
around the world. The explosion was the largest natural explosion ever recorded, creating a  
large, high ash cloud and causing a massive tsunami, which obliterated many of the  
Indonesian islands, killing up to 36,000 people. 
 

Mount Etna, in Italy, is noted for being one of the world's most active volcanoes.  
Since 1500 BC, more than 150 incidents of lava eruptions have been recorded, and a  
countless number of smaller eruptions regularly occur at the summit. The largest and most  
destructive eruption of Mount Etna came in the spring of 1669 damaging more than 40  
towns, leaving between 20,000 and 60,000 people homeless.  
 

The Hatepe eruption AD180, at New Zealand's Lake Taupo is considered to be one of the largest volcanic 
eruptions of the last 5,000 years. While few records exist of this event, 
the Hatepe explosion was so huge that it was noted to have turned the sky red in  
China and even in Rome. The area had no human inhabitants at the time, but the eruption  
column is believed to have reached up to 50km in height, and the pyroclastic flows covered  
land up to 80km away.  
away. 
 



ACTIVITY 1 cont..... 
Timeline 
 
Title: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Event:                      Event:     Event: 
Date:                      Date:     Date: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Event:    Event:         Event: 
    Date:    Date:         Date: 
 
Question Time 
1. Which city was destroyed when Mount Pelée erupted in 1902? 
2. Which volcano is considered the world’s most active? 
3. What type of volcano is Nevado del Ruuiz? 
4. Which eruption was noted to have turned the sky in China red? 
5. Why do you think these volcanic activities are recorded as being important? 
 
ACTIVITY 2 
I WAS THERE! 
You are a newspaper reporter, reporting on one of the world’s most significant  
volcanic disasters like the ones described in activity one. 
Write an article based on an interview with a survivor from the disaster. 
Make a list of questions you would ask the person. 
 
ACTIVITY 3 
The Australian National Flag can be flown every day of the year but there are seven special days that the 
flag must be raised. Link the dates and the events on which they occur. 
 

 Anniversary of establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia (1901).  
 Anzac Day - flags flown at half mast till noon, then at the peak for the remainder of the day. 
 Australia Day-Anniversary of First Fleet arrival  
 Australian National Flag Day - anniversary of our Flag, first flown in 1901.  
 Commonwealth of Nations Day.  
 Queen's Birthday is celebrated (Except in WA/ Qld where held in October). 
 Remembrance Day - Flags flown at peak till 10:30 am, at half mast from 10:30am to 11:03am, then 

at peak the remainder of the day. 
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