
          THE ILLUSTRATOR 
 
ACTIVITY 1 
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ 
Read the content for this topic then answer the following questions to 
see how much you understand about what you read. 
 

1. Illustrations are a means of what? 
 

2. List three mediums an illustrator creates images for. 
 

3. Animations, websites and video games can be categorised as 
what? 

 
4. What might an illustrator create if they were doing corporate 

work? 
 

5. What has changed the way in which illustrators create 
illustrations ? 

 
6. In which type of fields would an illustrator be expected to draw 

diagrams models and show techniques? 
 

7. To be an illustrator you need to have a good knowledge of 
what? 

 
8. Why do you think an illustrator requires good people skills? 

 
9. True or False: An illustrator makes the stories in children’s 

picture books real. 
 

10. In which year were there joint winners of the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia’s Picture Book of the Year? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                              THE ILLUSTRATOR  

 
     ACTIVITY 2 
     IN YOUR OPINION 
                          Never judge a book by its cover  
     is an idiom which means         ‘you shouldn't prejudge the 
     worth or value of something,  by its outward appearance alone’. 
 
     Imagine you are one of the judges in this year Children’s Book  
     Council of Australia’s, Picture Book of the Year awards. Take a  
     look at the short listed nominations and decide which book you  
     think should be the winner based only on the cover. 
     (Your school library may have these books) 
 
     Then read the books to see if your decision would be different  
     based on the whole book. 
 
                           The Coat illustrated by Ron Brooks 
            
                             
 
                    Tanglewood illustrated by Vivienne Goodman 
 
                             
                          Herman and Rosie illustrated by Gus Gordon 
 
 
 
   Sophie Scott Goes South illustrated by Alison Lester 
 
 
                        Lightning Jack illustrated by Patricia Mullins 
 
 
   
       A Day To Remember illustrated by Mark Wilson 
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ACTIVITY 3 
IN THE NEWS 
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ACTIVITY 4 
WORDS AT WORK 
In Wordy News this week we defined the word CONVOY 
It was used in the following way in the newspaper:-   
 
 
Used in this way it means a group of vehicles assembled to travel 
together. 
Find the synonym of the word ‘convoy’ in each of these sentences.  
 
 A band of men followed the route taken by the early explorers 

through the mountain range. 
 
 While travelling across the Simpson Desert we spotted a train 

of camels heading over the vast sandy plains. 
 
 At the Anzac Day parade a cavalcade of horsemen led the 

march down the main street of the town. 
 
 An expedition of four wheel drives tackled the difficult terrain 

helping each other out on the way. 
 
 During the festivities, a procession of brightly decorated boats 

made their way down the river. 
 
 Hundreds of people lined the streets to watch the procession of 

cars with spoilers, big exhausts and noisy engines. 
 
 The photographer caught a glimpse of a troop of monkeys 

swinging from branch to branch in the dense forest. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

BOOK REVIEW 
You can often find reviews of books, films and 
music in the newspaper.  
A book review is an evaluation on the quality of a book. 
It is usually the opinion of someone who has read the 
book, an analysis of its strengths and weaknesses.  
 
Write a review for the newspaper on one of the picture 
books shortlisted for this year’s awards. (see Activity 2) 
 

Consider the following when writing your review. 

 What did /didn’t the illustrator do to make the 
book work for you as a reader 

 Did the illustrator use soft colours or bold colours 
and how does this impact on the story 

 What stands out in the illustrations?  
Line, colour, shape, medium, layout 

 What do the illustrations tell you  
about character and setting? 

 Do the illustrations match the topic? 

 Do the illustrations change the  
meaning of the text? 

 What is the overall visual  
quality of the book? 

 

      Cut out any book reviews you see  
      in the newspaper. 



                         THE ILLUSTRATOR 

 
ACTIVITY 5 
CHECK IT OUT 
The author of the book ‘Barry’, Colin Thompson, has contacted you 
asking you to create the illustrations for his book. You have to provide 
him with an example of the front cover.  
 
Read the synopsis of the book on this week’s NiE page, The 
Illustrator, to get an idea of what the story is about. 
 
Illustrate a front cover and include the author’s name and your 
name. 
 
* Colin Thompson actually illustrated this book as well. Have a look at 
his cover and see how you would make it different. 
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  ACTIVITY 6 
  NEWS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 
  SKYWHALE 
  The recent launch in Canberra of the hot air balloon called the    
  Skywhale caused some controversy. 
 

 Make a list of questions you would ask the artist Patricia 
Piccinni about her Skywhale creation if you were to interview 
her. 

 Make a list of possible headlines for the story. 
 Write a caption for this photo of Skywhale 

 

                                                                                  
PHOTO: Alan Porritt 

 

 


