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PART 1

Dig a dinosaur
NAMING
DINOSAURS
NEWLY discovered dinosaurs are
named by the discoverer or by the
palaeontologist who determines
that it represents a new genus (or
species). There are many different
ways to choose a dinosaur name.
Sometimes the dinosaur is given a
name that describes something
unusual about its body, head, or
feet. Some are named after the
location where they are found, their
behaviour, size, or in honour of a
person. The name then has to be
approved.

Bring history to life and explore the age of the dinosaurs. Take a walk
millions of years ago in the footsteps of these amazing creatures.

How do we know dinosaurs
existed?
We know that dinosaurs existed because of their remains that they left
behind in the form of fossils.
Their fossils come in many types, like
preserved bones and tracks. Using a
method known as radiometric dating,
scientists have dated these fossil remains as millions of years old.
By studying dinosaur fossils, scientists have been able to reconstruct what
they looked like, how they moved, even
what they ate.

When dinosaurs walked the
Earth
The first dinosaurs appeared around
245 million years ago (mya) in a time
known as the Mesozoic Era. Scientists
divide this era into three periods: the
Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous.
These vast stretches of historical
time have been marked out by geologists to distinguish the various types
of geologic strata. Paleontologists associate dinosaurs with the geological
period in which they lived.
During the time of the dinosaurs, the
world was much warmer and dinosaurs
lived on every continent, (including
Antarctica) in many different Mesozoic
environments, including
deserts, forests and
coastal swamps.

BIG FACTS
● Scientists first identified the
dinosaur group in 1841.
● British scientist Sir Richard Owen
(1804-1892) coined the word
“Dinosauria” which means “fearfully
great lizard”.
● The word dinosaur is sometimes
used to mean “a person or thing
that is outdated or has become
obsolete because of failure to adapt
to changing circumstances”.

Prehistoric creatures
About 245 million years ago, a group of
reptiles appeared on Earth.
Like all reptiles, they had waterproof, scaly skin and young that
hatched from eggs. For the next 180
million years they ruled the Earth
before becoming extinct.
There are two major groups of dinosaurs that are divided into sub groups.
Saurischia (lizard-hipped): Theropods (two-legged meat-eaters and
birds); Sauropodomorphs (two and
four-legged plant-eaters with long
necks)
Ornithischia (bird-hipped): Ornithopods (two-legged plant-eaters); Stegosaurs (plated dinosaurs); Ankylosaurs
(armoured dinosaurs); Pachycephalosaurs (dome-headed dinosaurs); Ceratopsians (horned dinosaurs).

A BITE OF FUN
Dinosaur Jokes

What do you call a
blind dinosaur?
I - don’t - think - he saw – us
What do you call a plated dinosaur that’s sleeping?
A Stegosnorus
What do you call a dinosaur
that never gives up?
A Try-Try-Try- ceratop
What do you call a dinosaur wearing tight shoes?
My – foot – is - sauras

CHECK IT
OUT

TOMORROW:
Part 2

BIG BOOK OF
DINOSAURS
JOIN Robert Irwin, Dinosaur Hunter
as he tracks down the greatest
dinosaurs of all time, learning just
how these mighty creatures lived
and roamed planet earth.
Journey with Robert as he visits
the world’s most renowned fossil
museums and sites.
This book is packed full of
fascinating facts about the
prehistoric era.
(Published by Random House
Australia)

THE DINOSAURS
ARE COMING
EACH day for 30 days, you will be
able to redeem a token from your local newspaper and receive a set of
two dinosaur cards. Each card will
contain an image of a dinosaur and a
list of key facts. Collect your FREE dinosaur cards from your newsagent
starting May 17. Collect the entire set
of 40 cards. You will also have the
chance to WIN one of 600 dinosaur
figurines.
Each card is an opportunity to instantly WIN – 1 of 200
TREX dinosaur figurines
valued at $43.95
Or 2nd Chance – 1 of
50 dinosaur figurine sets
(including: a Tyrannosaurus Rex, a Giganotosaurus, a Velociraptor and an Allosaurus) valued
at $98.95
Play one of our online games, enter one of the prize draws as well as
the online trivia competition.
Visit you newspaper’s online site
for more information.

