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Dig a dinosaur
DINOSAUR DATA
MINMI paravertebra was an
ankylosaur that lived in the Early
Cretaceous Period. Its fossils were
discovered in 1964 near Minmi
Crossing, Queensland. It was
about two metres long, about a
metre tall, and walked on four
legs. Minmi was covered in bony
armour and had thin bony rods
along its spine. Its comparatively
long legs may have made Minmi a
speedy runner. Studies found that
Minmi ate seeds, ferns and other
soft plant material.

Bring history to life and explore the age of the dinosaurs. Take a walk in the
footsteps of these amazing creatures, which lived millions of years ago.

The end of an era
WE KNOW that these prehistoric
creatures disappeared but why did
dinosaurs along with their close cousins, the pterosaurs and marine reptiles become extinct?
There are a couple of theories but
scientists aren’t completely sure. It
may have been due to several huge
volcanic eruptions. Other evidence
points to an enormous meteor hitting
Earth and exploding on impact throwing out dust and debris. Events such as
these could have blocked out sunlight
for a long period of time and significantly changed the Earth’s ecology
leading to a chain reaction. Plants
would have died, the dinosaurs that fed
on these plants would have perished
from lack of food and the animals that
fed on the plant-eating dinosaurs
would have then starved.
But … not everything was wiped out.
Enough species survived to repopulate
the land and sea afterward including
avian dinosaurs, frogs, snakes, lizards
and mammals. Many of these animals
have descendants that live today.

Aussie dinosaurs
UNTIL quite recently, finds of dinosaurs in Australia have been few and
far between.
It
was not until the 1980s
and 1990s that

BIG FACTS

● The catastrophic impact is referred
to as the Cretaceous-Tertiary or K/T
extinction event.
● According to NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory 70% of all life on the planet
was wiped out at the end of the
Mesozoic Era
● No fossils of non-avian dinosaurs
have been found that are younger than
65 million years old.
● The era that followed was the
Cenozoic Era – the age of mammals.
significant numbers of dinosaurs began
to be excavated by palaeontologists.
Most Australian dinosaurs come from
the eastern half of Australia – Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria –
but isolated dinosaur bones have been
found in Western Australia and South
Australia.
Although dinosaur fossils are generally rare in Australia compared to some
other places in the world, we do have
some of the world’s best preserved and
most abundant dinosaur track-ways like
the footprints found in central Queensland at Lark Quarry near Winton or the
80 kilometre dinosaur trackway in the
Kimberley region of Western Australia.
Many museums in Australia hold fossil
collections of dinosaurs.

A BITE OF FUN
Mix up some Mesozoic
You will need: Clean chicken bones;
plastic cup; 2 tbs Plaster of Paris; 1 tbs
water; stick or spoon; newspaper
What to do: 1. Cover work
area with newspaper.
2. Mix the Plaster of Paris and water together in
the cup so it’s thick
enough that the bone won’t
sink. Tap the cup a few times to
expel air bubbles.
3. Set a bone in plaster, face down,
leaving the edges out so that it can be
removed later.
4. Wait for the plaster to harden.
Remove the bone. What remains is a mould fossil.
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THE AUSTRALIAN
AGE OF DINOSAURS
MUSEUM
NEAR the little outback town of
Winton, Queensland, you can find
the world’s largest collection of
Australian dinosaur fossils as well
as the biggest fossil preparation
laboratory in the southern
hemisphere.
The Australian Age of Dinosaurs
museum is a great place to view
an amazing dinosaur fossil
collection, watch animations of
Australian dinosaurs in a 3D
digital theatre, see staff and
volunteers preparing real dinosaur
bones and discover the history of
Winton’s dinosaur discoveries and
digs.
If you have the chance to check
it out, you’ll walk on the same
ground that dinosaurs once did.

THE DINOSAURS
ARE COMING

EACH day for 30 days, you will be
able to redeem a token from your local newspaper and receive a set of
two dinosaur cards.
Each card will contain an image
of a dinosaur and a list of key facts.
Collect your free dinosaur cards
from your newsagent starting tomorrow. Collect the entire set of 40
cards. You will also have the chance
to win one of 600 dinosaur figurines. Each card is an opportunity
to
instantly win – one of
200 T-REX dinosaur figurines valued at $43.95.
Or second chance –
one of 50 dinosaur figurine sets (including: a Tyrannosaurus Rex, a Giganotosaurus, a Velociraptor and an
Allosaurus) valued at $98.95.
Play one of our online games, enter one of the prize draws as well as
enter the online trivia competition.
Visit your newspaper’s website
for more information.

